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T

he greatest season of the year has arrived. I can without
a doubt say that the 2013 and 2014 golf seasons have
been the mildest summers I have experienced in my
22 years in St. Louis. Let’s not mention the worst summers...
During the course of the summer, I would check the weather
report each week, thinking its got to get crappy soon. When
would the heat, humidity, ridiculous high night time temps,
stagnant air, followed by the smell, that smell we all know
so well of dying grass, arrive? I continued to wait for the normal legendary St. Louis summer to arrive, but it never came.
Let’s say thanks to Mother Nature and get to the
good stuff, fall.
As we enter the best part of the year, the Board is busy
planning for the future of our association. We plan so that we
can, and will continue to, move forward and lead our industry. When decisions are being made by the board of directors,
on behalf of our membership, they are made focused on the
goal of success. It’s time again to get you up to speed on what
the Board of Directors has been working on for you and for
our industry.
The financial status of the MVGCSA is continuing to
improve. This can be credited to diligent financial planning,
a realistic budget, a successful Green Cup and a successful Keep it Green Program. The resources that have been
generated will allow the MVGCSA to be operated in a proactive direction, rather than a reactive one. We will be focusing
research dollars on what you, the membership have indicated
will most benefit our industry in OUR area. Thank you to
Mike Null and Jim Buford for their efforts in successfully
stabilizing our financial situation. Also, thank you to all the
vendors who have continued to support our organization.
Your efforts and contributions are greatly appreciated.
Monthly Meetings have also been a success. Directors
Tim Schwierjohn and Greg Parkinson have done an outstanding job this season with events. Still ahead is the Closing
Golf Event at Crown Point and the Annual Meeting on
November 5th. At the Annual Meeting, we will determine
the “Superintendent Member of the Year” using the
points system. For more details on the point system visit
www.mvgcsa.com/2014-mvgcsa-points-system/ Please make
an effort to attend every event, showing support to our
association. If you are unable to attend, please send another
staff member. If you have any questions or would be willing
to host an event please contact Tim Schwierjohn or Greg
Parkinson. Seriously, step up and contact us saying you
support our association and want to host an event, rather
than us having to calling you.
(continued on page twenty-two)

Welcome to the 2014
MVGCSA monthly event
season! This page is to
introduce and explain a new
point system that we have
established for attendance
of monthly events.
The point system contest
will only include Class A, SM,
and Class C members, with
separate contests for Class
A/SM members and Class C
members. Associate, Inactive,
Apprentice, Honorary, Retired,
and Educator members are
not eligible to win.

Thank you and please support our associate members who always step up to help our association.
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ISIS – Let’s put this group in some terms you may understand. From
what I am reading and watching the Taliban is like brown patch and ISIS
is like pythium. That funky, nasty pythium that travels by mower and kills
turf dead. Scary.
Putin – Russia controls the energy in Europe. Putin is the tail that wags
the dog. Scary.

Ferguson – Ugly situation for all parties involved. Does this thing end
well? What if the Grand Jury decides there is not enough evidence to
prosecute? Scary.

Obama Playing Golf or Trying to Play Golf – I feel bad for the
President. The first time the media harassed him for playing golf on vacation during some turbulent times. The second time the poor guy could
not get a tee time because no one wanted to shut down their facility to
accommodate the leader of the free world. Scary.

Hiring and Retaining Competent Employees - The most common
complaint I here on a day to day basis is the lack of talented workforce
available for hire at golf courses. Wage does not seem to be an issue
either, whether or not a person is making $8.50 or $15 an hour guys are
having a hard time filling spots. Scary.
Boko Haram – Look this word up, caliphate. Scary.
MVGCSA Trivia Night – Hats off to all of those involved with an
amazingly successful evening. Kudos to Rob Kick, Rich Carlson, Dave
Pini, Ed Eschbacher and Chuck Gast for their tremendous efforts. Also,
hats off to all of our membership that came out and generously gave.
Thinking about Keep it Green IV….Scary.
Green Cup @ Old Warson – A big high five to Tim Roethler and
his staff at Old Warson. The golf course was absolutely dialed in for the
Green Cup this year. How about that food and the outdoor bar? Scary
good.
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Anywho….the Double G is back for the second time this 2014. I hope
you find something interesting to read amongst these pages. This old
battle axe is sometimes very tough to jump start but we have made it to
your mailbox once again. My thanks as always to those that choose to
volunteer their time to peck away at a keyboard to pen something you
all may read. Thanks to my authors Rob Kick, Wes Klefner, D Hump and
Chuck Gast. Mike Carron and Larry Torno, your sweat is appreciated as
well. Thank you as well to all of the Vendors who purchase advertising.
We got it done again. Scary.
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Paul Hurst
GreensPro
1 Williamsburg Estates
St. Louis, MO 63131
(618) 920-6406
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The Gateway Green
5026 Brittany Downs Drive
St. Charles, MO 63304

guess what really scared me about this Summer is the prospect of this
Winter. Mother Nature certainly left more scars from her wrath last
Winter than she did with relatively few tantrums the last 90 days. Your job
is never easy but weather conditions until the last two weeks of August
were the equivalent of a right handed layup at freshman basketball tryouts. You know what else scares me:

G AT
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Paradise Valley Golf Course
(continued from page one)

L

ocated in Fenton/House
Springs, Paradise Valley
sits on 110 acres in between
Highway 44 to the north and
Highway 30 to the south. If
you come from Highway 30
your descent to the clubhouse
gives you an indication of the
elevation change that you
will see on the golf course. If
you come from Highway 44
your approach will take you
through Kraus Farms Equestrian Center and the flat part
#12 Green from #13 Tee
of the Valley. Either way you
know you have strayed from the break neck pace of day to day
living. I visit there often and each approach always seems to
elicit calm.
Initially opened in 1965, Paradise Valley was purchased by
Jerry Ray in 1989. Jerry Ray died in October of 2007 and his
wife Donna still owns and operates the golf course. Pat Gray
has been the Golf Course Superintendent there for 27 years.
He explains, “I was here from 1980 to 1986, took a break and
returned in 1993 and have been here ever since. “ He continues, “Good course for the average golfer and the ladies love
this place, relatively short and not a whole lot of trouble.”

I’m not your average golfer
and I must disagree with Pat,
there is plenty of trouble. Tree
lined fairways, creeks and ponds
are just a few of the obstacles
that will challenge any level
of player. From the blue tees
the course plays almost 6,200
yards and from the gold tees the
course can play as short as 4,800
yards. There is considerable
elevation change throughout the
property with holes 1 through
9 and 10, 11, 15, 16, 17 and 18
playing through the flatter part of the valley. Holes 12, 13, and
14 play from the top of the valley and proceed down as they
progress.
Holes #12 and #13 were my two favorite holes. Number 12
is a 186 yard Par 3 that drops almost 200 feet to a small green
surrounded by trees and Jerry Rays Moguls to the left. Jerry
Ray accurately named this hole “Perfection.” The 13th hole is
called “Devil’s Elbow”. The moniker is accurate as this 408 yard
par 4 requires a left to right tee shot from the second highest elevated tee on the top of the valley. A good drive puts you
around 150 yards out where you are once again playing at the
bottom of the valley.

Superintendent Pat Gray

Trusty Soil Probe

(continued on page eight)
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Paradise Valley Golf Course
(continued from page six)

Paradise has an Ozark feel to it with exposed rock,
elevation changes and the numerous oaks, hickory’s,
dogwoods, walnuts and sycamore trees. Pat comments, “The
trees have grown, we now have shade issues where we did not
have them before…. so much shade that we have had to revert
back to some cool season turf in a few areas.” Fairway conversion to warm season turf has been an ongoing project and they
are now a solid mix of Westwood Bermuda and zoysia. Water
comes into play on every hole on the front nine except #2 and
on seven of the nine holes on the back. Greens are Penncross
variety. Pat explains, “When I arrived here the greens were
70% Poa and now they almost 100% Poa free, by far our
biggest accomplishment.”
Pat and his staff have made significant improvements to
the facility over the past two decades. All of the tees have been
redone and expanded. Part of the tee expansion was done with
soil created from the dredging of the ponds on #4 and #17.
The driving range has been improved and expanded and major
upgrades have been added to the existing irrigation system.
Pat has also made changes to the way he manages turf. He
states, “My maintenance practices have evolved and changed.
I feel now I am growing grass biologically where my primary
goal is to feed the microbes to benefit the turf. “Observe Pat
working and you will never see him without his soil probe.
Business was brisk the day that Pat and I toured his
facility. Pat explained, “The parking lot is full here all the
time, in spite of our older equipment and minimal staffing
the golf course is consistently in good shape.” No question
those playing a round that day were enjoying the conditions
provided by Pat and his staff as they were just looking for
some sort of escape. n

Memorial bench for deceased owner Jerry Ray

Mounds on Hole #8

Par 4 – #13
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VENDOR SPOTLIGHT

Salt of the Earth

Jerry Meyer, Schaefer-Meyer
Submitted by Paul Hurst

As I trolled the roster book for a MVGCSA Vendor to spotlight, I came across the name of Jerry Meyer of Schaefer-Meyer.
I called Jerry and asked him if he would be willing to tell his story and be this month’s Spotlight. He informed me that after
18 years at Schaefer-Meyer he is going to call it a career next month. Just under the deadline then I can get this story on
the man I call, “Mr. Laser Level.”
Jerry Meyer, Schaefer-Meyer

T

he definition of the metaphor, “salt of the
earth” is, “people that are decent, dependable,
and unpretentious”; which happens to be a perfect
description of Jerry Meyer. I sat down with Jerry and
he told me that he is a native St. Louisan, born and raised on
a farm in North St. Louis County. Of course, I had to ask him
where he went to high school and he said he graduated from
St. Thomas Aquinas High in 1960. After graduation, Jerry
joined the National Guard and spent three years on active duty
where he was a radio technician. In 1963, he took some classes
on auto mechanics and went to work at Behlmann Florissant
Tire. At Behlmann, Jerry started on the ground floor and he
said he learned every aspect of the business including tire sales
and service, automotive repair and lawn equipment sales.
In 1976, after working 13 years, Jerry took an opportunity
to start his own business when the Behlmann store decided to
drop the lawn equipment line. Jerry bought the lawn equipment line and opened a store called, Meyer Lawn and Leisure;
the store sold and serviced mostly John Deere lawn equipment.
Jerry told me that sales at the store were good, but the late
1970’s was a bad time to be in business. Interest rates at that
time were over 18% and the service debt on his business loan
was limiting his profit margin. After five years, Jerry said it was
difficult working just to make the bankers rich, so he closed
the store in 1981 and went back to work at Behlmann, which
was now called Behlmann GMC. It was a good fit for Jerry, and

he spent the next 15 years working at Behlmann.
At the age of 54 and after working a total of 28 years
for Behlmann, he decided it was time for a change. After
getting a call from his uncle, Gil Meyer, Jerry was recruited to go to work for Schaefer-Meyer Seed & Sod. Schaefer-Meyer had just acquired the LaserTurf franchise for

the Midwest territory and Jerry was originally
brought in to promote and line up customers
for the turf leveling service. The person that
operated the LaserTurf tractor quit and Jerry was
trained to run the equipment and the rest as they say is
history. Jerry took to the new job like a duck to water and
he told me he really enjoyed his new career.
The mid 1990’s was the tail end of the golf building
boom and Schaefer-Meyer was involved in many of those
projects. Schaefer-Meyer was contracted on construction
of Stonewolf G.C., The Missouri Bluffs G.C. and Persimmon Woods C.C. as well as renovations on many local
golf courses. Schaefer-Meyer has been in business since
1971 and offers construction and renovation services for
golf, sports fields and commercial landscaping projects.
The company is located in St. Charles and President Greg
Meyer has an experienced crew of great people including
Dave Hempkins, Mike McNeil and Dave Stein.
I know that Jerry Meyer will be missed and he told
me that he has had a great run with his 18 years at
Schaefer-Meyer. He also wanted me to mention how
much he admires the Golf Course Superintendents and
Turf Managers that he has worked with over the years.
I know for me the feeling is certainly mutual.
Jerry has been married for 48 years; he has three
daughters and six grandchildren. He told me his retirement
activities would consist of woodworking and truck restorations. I have known Jerry for 18 years and his character, work
ethic and professionalism is a throwback to a different era, but
certainly something worth emulating. Thanks Jerry, for all
your hard work over the years and good luck with your well
deserved retirement. n

I have known Jerry for 18 years and his character, work ethic and professionalism is a throwback
to a different era, but certainly something worth emulating. Thanks Jerry, for all your hard work over the years and
good luck with your well deserved retirement.

Page Twelve

THE GATEWAY GREEN

Summer 2014

Kick’s Korner –
Trivial Edition
By Rob Kick, Algonquin Golf Club

This edition of Kick’s Korner begins with a huge THANK YOU to all involved with the Keep It Green III
Trivia night. The evening was a major success, raising $14,000 for the University of Missouri Turfgrass program. Kudos to the Committee members; Rich Carlson, Ed Eschbacher, Chuck Gast, Don
Humphrey, Paul Hurst and Dave Pini for all of your hard work! A special thanks to Daryl Dean, who
not only set up the venue for us but donated the rental fee, thanks again Daryl. Our hope was to
create an evening that was enjoyable for those who attended and to raise some dollars for a good
cause that ultimately benefits those of us in the Turf Industry. Mission Accomplished…so thank you
all for coming out and for so generously donating!

B

eing born and raised in St. Louis
you would think I would understand the area fairly well. Nope. The
weather is positively an anomaly to
me. Most of this summer has been
relatively uneventful and then all of
a sudden the boom, it’s on. Beginning
with Ferguson, which I’m not going to get into, and
followed by a sweet string of wicked hot days that
seemingly completely erased the “good” summer
we were having. “Good” summer. There is no such
thing in my mind. Too hot, too cool, too much
rain, not enough rain, oh… didn’t notice the grubs
chewing the entire root system of every living plant
on the course all summer because everything was so
lush, freaking humidity, what humidity…seriously
what is good about it? A certain sportscaster in St.
Louis, who will remain nameless, seems to think
what we do is easy and everything should be unicorns and lollipops because the weather is so “nice”.
You would think talking into a microphone would
be a lot easier without your foot in your mouth.
Sorry I digress. Breathe…exhale…Anyway, things
seem to be getting back to normal. The Cardinals
have found a pretty sizable lead in their division
and the Rams continue to be laughing stock of the
league. All is right in the Lou.

While I’m rambling on about things
that really don’t matter here are a few
fun facts about the game we all
know and love. Beginning with
my favorite…
n So, far during the 2014 golf season
Tiger Woods has played in 7 tournaments earning him $107,000. Now consider that he
had two withdraws and two missed cuts and only
finished 3 tournaments.
n Did you know Phil Mickelson, who we affectionately call “Lefty”, is right handed and only plays golf
left handed? Apparently, he mimicked his father’s
swing when young and never learned to play right
handed.
n St. Andrews was established in 1552, 224 years
before the United States of America was established.
It also predates Guinness and Smithwick’s by over
150 years.
n Actor Samuel L. Jackson loves golf so much that
it is written as a staple into his movie contracts that
he plays golf twice weekly during filming.
n The longest Golf Hole in the world is the 7th on
the Sano Course at Satsuki Golf Club in Japan; it is
a 909 yard Par 7.
(continued on page twenty-six)
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Footgolf: Come Kick It With Us
Submitted by Chris Ackels

T

Footgolf is played with
oday we will be delving into
a soccer ball on a golf
a new sport that has finally
course using the same
made its way into the St. Louis
rules as golf. The holes
area. It is the new big thing in
are expanded to accomthe world of sports and trust me
modate the larger ball
you want to be a part of it. It is
size and the length of the
called Footgolf. Footgolf is played
holes are shortened to
with a soccer ball on a golf course
compensate for the obviusing the same rules as golf. The
ous inability to kick the
holes are expanded to accommoball more than 40 yards.
date the larger ball size and the
length of the holes are shortened
to compensate for the obvious inability to kick the ball more
than 40 yards.
In 2009 the sport was started in the Netherlands by
Michael Jansen. Not wanting to feel left out, the United
States joined the craze in 2011. The AFGL was formed and
is now the governing body of Footgolf for the US. It has
since swollen to 25 plus countries and recently, December
2012, eight countries (Hungary, Argentina, Belgium, Greece,

Netherlands, Italy, Mexico, United States) participated in the
sports first world cup held in Budapest, Hungary. A Hungarian won by the name of Bela Lengyel with a combined score
of 187.
The sport’s popularity could not be higher due to the
declining golf course profits since 2009 and the increase in
interest for soccer around the US. The Highlands Golf and
Tennis Center has taken the initiative and brought Footgolf
to a course near you. The nine hole course located on the
east side of Forest Park has proven to be a perfect location
for footgolf.
With the help of his maintenance staff, Superintendent
Dave Pini did all the necessary cosmetic enhancements to
the course in only a few short days! They have even taken it
a step further by giving Footgolfers a 3 hole practice area and
at the same time a short course for the hundreds of juniors
that attend the annual summer camps. They started with
staking out the holes to see the most efficient way to set up
the course, but still making it a challenge. After the staking
commenced, the holes were dug (21 inches around and
(continued on page twenty-five)
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MVGCSA Monthly Meeting
Wing Haven Country Club
By Rob Kick, Algonquin Golf Club

Monday, September 8, 2014
The Valley had an excellent turn out for
the September meeting at Wing Haven
Country Club. The golf course was in
great shape and the weather could not
have been better. Wing Haven has three
members in the MVGCSA. Brent Rockwell
is the Golf Course Superintendent, Jeff
Stickford is the Assistant Superintendent
and Mike Sprick is the Equipment
Technician. Thank you Brent, Jeff, Mike
and the Wing Haven staff for their efforts
in accommodating the MVGCSA for a
Monday outing. Thank you to Agro-Logics
and FMC for providing the food and
beverages. Thank you Bayer Chemical
for providing the hole prizes.
See more photos on page twenty-four. n

Speaker Jim Darlington of Leisure Ponds

Summer 2014
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POA Seedhead Suppression
By Wes Kleffner, Bayer CropScience LP

W

plications of plant growth regulators after seedhead
hy should we be concerned with reducing seed heads?
production will suppress only seeds that have not emerged.
Poa seedhead suppression can be challenging. Timing,
Another indicator is forsythia. Time your first treatment with
products, and rates all play an important role. Benefits of
bloom depending on your location. Forsythia has a bright
suppressing seedheads are darker green color, decrease in
yellow flower which may last up to 2 weeks.
spread of seed, reduction of bumpiness and improved ball
Other key factors for suppression are products and rates.
roll. We can’t leave out increased carbohydrate accumulation,
Over the past 5 years many trials have studied applications of
improved rooting, and reduced disease.
Ethephon (Proxy) and Trinexapac ethyl (Primo). The standard
The first key factor to suppression is timing. Start your
recommendations are Proxy at
program at the “boot stage” of
Poa seedhead suppression can be challenging. Timing,
5 fl oz/1000 sq. ft. mixed with
the plant. Calculating Growing
products, and rates all play an important role. Benefits
Primo at 0.125 fl oz/1000 sq. ft.
Degree Days (GDD) seems to
of suppressing seedheads are darker green color, decrease
Mefluidide (Embark) is another
be the most common. Dependin spread of seed, reduction of bumpiness and improved
option. Although not as safe
ing on which base number
ball roll. We can’t leave out increased carbohydrate
as Ethephon (Proxy) it can be
you choose will determine
accumulation, improved rooting, and reduced disease.
more consistent at higher rates.
the timing. Michigan State
A 40 oz/month program will
in the early 1980’s using the
give great results but severe
32 F Growing Degree Day
discoloration may occur for
model estimated Poa begins to
2 weeks. To help avoid discolorseed between 200 -250 units.
ation many users will apply
To calculate these units simply
a 10 oz/acre rate wait 7 to 10
add together the low and high
days then determine the next
temperatures of the day divide
rate of application. All plant
by two then subtract the base
growth regulators have the ponumber. If this number is
tential to discolor turf. Please be
positive add until you reach
aware of this with applications
200. There are many online
later in the season. Iron can be
calculators that will do this for
added with plant growth regulayou. The past 2 to 3 years Poa
tors to help color. While mixing
has been noticed seeding out
Chipco Signature will improve
earlier than the recommended
color, reduce plant stress, and
timing. Many Universities have
increase turf quality.
studied primer applications of
Suppression is not an exact
Ethephon (Proxy) and Mefluiscience. Timing, products, and
dide (Embark) in the previous
rates are all important pieces
fall or late winter to increase
to the puzzle. You can find
performance.
more information in Dr. Shawn
There are other less
Askew, Ph.D., Associate
mathematical ways to deterProfessor Extension Turfgrass
mine timing. Keep a close eye
at Virginia Tech article “New
on south facing slopes. These
Advancements in Poa Seedhead
areas tend to seed out first
due to warmer conditions. ApSuppression Technology”. n
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Quarterly Top Ten Turf
Submitted by Chuck Gast

Y

ep, it’s late summer, the golfers (and complaints) have been
non-stop and the crew is growing weary. Sometimes you
wonder if that alternate career you were considering in cat
grooming wouldn’t have been so bad. Fear not! Here are the…

TOP TEN REASONS –
why it’s not so bad being a Golf Course Superintendent!

I

t is our ongoing mission to keep improving the MVGCSA
website to be one of the best GCSA websites in the country.
In doing so we wanted to notify the membership of a couple of
the recent updates that were made to the website.

Website Invoice - Members will now be able to print off personalized invoices for their course or company for any payment
required by the organization including events, dues, and GHIN.
In doing this, organizations can include multiple members on
the same invoice. To produce your personalized invoice, proceed
as you would for an online payment by visiting the appropriate
payment page and add members to your online payment cart.
You may also visit any other payment page and add payments
to your cart before finalizing your invoice. This will allow you
to combine dues, GHIN, as well as event payments all in one
invoice. Once you have completed this, you can print your invoice
by clicking on the “Print Off Invoice” link located below your
cart on any payment page. You may then submit it to your
organization.

A Twitter feed has also been added to the homepage. Here we
will continuously add relevant feeds that will introduce you to
both entertaining and educational stories as well as articles
that you might not otherwise encounter.
Please be sure to visit our sponsors, GreensPro, Inc. and
Syngenta, who’s contributions help make our website possible. n

10.
Being able to use your creative landscape talents to enhance
an already stately piece of property.
9.
Formulating your own daily work program
to achieve the tasks at hand.
8.
The ability to hire an individual, solely at your discretion,
based on the direct needs of your facility.
7.
Taking an idea and physically transforming it into an
aesthetically pleasing and integral component in regards to the
playability of the golf course.
6.
The ability (at most courses) to bring your four-legged,
most faithful friend with you to the “office”, where he/she
gladly joins in the daily activities.
5.
The opportunity to play golf as much as you want.
You wouldn’t be in the profession if you didn’t have some
interest in the game. Go enjoy this lifetime sport.
4.
Being employed in the sports/recreation profession.
Beats a lot of others.
3.
Networking with other Superintendents and sharing “trade
secrets” on virtually any business related subject unlike most
any other profession you can think of.
2.
Establishing a true bond with your staff and crew members as
you work together in the trenches.
1.
The unique and priceless opportunity to watch the sun
crest the horizon each morning on a serenely peaceful piece of
property, while “outside”, the world is in a “traffic jam”.
Take a deep breath . . .
n

Page Twenty-Two

THE GATEWAY GREEN

Summer 2014

President’s Message
(continued from page two)

Mississippi Valley Chapter

GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
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The 2014 Keep it Green Trivia Night held
on July 25th was a big success. Special thanks
to Rob Kick, Paul Hurst, Rich Carlson, Dave
Pini, Ed Eschbacher, Don Humphrey and
Chuck “Wagon” Gast for an outstanding job.
They continue strengthening the program
by coming up with new ideas to generate
the money needed. The money supports our
industry and promotes local research at the
University of Missouri, which benefits you,
the members. For more information go to
the website.
The MVGCSA Assistant Superintendent
Liaisons, Adam Lewis and Dan Lloyd, are in
the process of setting up another Assistant
Superintendent Educational Event. The event
will be hosted by the Keeven Brothers Sod
Farm. If you have interest in hosting or helping, please contact Adam or Dan. Assistants,
get involved. If you are interested in joining the
board as an Assistant Superintendent Liaison
for 2015, please contact Don Humphrey.
The board is busy working on Membership
opportunities. Director Khris Rickman and the
committee are currently working on a new way
for our Affiliate members to sponsor events and
advertise with our association.

MVGCSA

“People rarely succeed
unless they have fun in
what they are doing.”
— Dale Carnegie

We are creating an annual multi-level sponsorship program that allows you, our corporate
sponsors, an opportunity to better budget and
specify exactly how your valuable advertising
dollars will be spent. The itemized programs
that will be presented will offer you the ability
to select the level of exposure you desire for
your company for a one-time annual fee.
More information to come...
The MVGCSA is proud to announce that
the 2015 Green Cup will be hosted by Fox Run
and Superintendent Jon Briggs. Director Rob
Schaff is currently working out details. A special
thanks to Rob for all of his work on a successful
2014 Green Cup. More information to come...
Thank you for your time. We, the board,
will continue to serve in the best interest of the
membership. This challenging, changing and
rewarding industry is our livelihood. Get involved and get the most out of it by giving back.
Your time and efforts are greatly appreciated.
I will end with a quote “People rarely
succeed unless they have fun in what they are
doing.” Dale Carnegie. Have Fun.
Tim Roethler,
President MVGCSA
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MVGCSA Monthly Meeting
(continued from page sixteen)

Don Humphrey, Rob Ritchey, Justen Patterson

Host Brent Rockwell, Pat Gray

Jeff Stickford, Chad Fetter, Kolby Armbruster

Lee Redman, Tim Schwierjohn, Matt Finnerty, Adam Lewis
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Footgolf
(continued from page fourteen)

15 inches deep). All holes are located short
tical about how the two sports would coincide
The course has seen a
with one another, but the Footgolfers play so
of the current greens either in the fairway
good amount of success
or off to the side in the rough. This was the
fast it is hard for them to really get in your
capitalizing on times
only major work that was needed to make the
way. In all honesty I’d rather be stuck behind
where golf has been
course playable. The final 2 steps were done at
a group of 6 Footgolfers rather than a 4-some
notoriously lackadaisical,
the same time to help footgolfers navigate the
of golfers.” This seems to be a common trend
but is looking to increase
course. Hole by hole measurements were taken
with golfers around the globe
the traffic of Footgolf to fill
to accomplish desired yardage and Footgolf
“It is challenging yet blissfully soothing at the
more of those time slots.
scorecards were created to show the new
same time…in a weird way” followed by a slight
course dimensions.
chuckle one Footgolfer says. It is great fun for
The course has seen a good amount of success capitalizing
the family but has really drawn in the business crowd by giving
on times where golf has been notoriously lackadaisical, but is
a great team building vibe. More people need to know about this
looking to increase the traffic of Footgolf to fill more of those
new activity and need to try it out. For more information contime slots. With Footgolfers and regular golfers still getting
tact the The Highlands Golf and Tennis Center at 314.531.7773.
acclimated with each other I asked a member of the course
Come be a part of St. Louis history by joining The Highlands
what his feelings were about Footgolfers playing at the same
Golf and Tennis Center for Footgolf every weekend after 3 p.m.
time with them. He was quoted as saying, “At first I was skepfor the first ever Footgolf course in St. Louis. n
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Kick’s Korner
(continued from page twelve)

n Golf was banned in Scotland from 1476 to 1502 so citizens
and soldiers wouldn’t be distracted from preparing for English
Invasion.
n And Last but not least…In 1934,
Horton Smith, a Missouri born pro
known as “The Joplin Ghost”-won the
Inaugural Masters tournament. He did
so by shooting one better than Craig
Wood. He also accomplished this feat
with a borrowed Bobby Jones model
driver that was lent to him from fellow competitor Paul
Runyan.
I have a few other “Trivial” items I would like to add to this list.
Several of these items have no actual and or factual basis but
I’m pretty sure most of them are completely true and accurate.
Let’s call them kinda factual.
n There was not a single recorded record weather event during
the months of June, July or August 2014. This was also the
first time this has ever happened, in the history of the world, in
three consecutive months…EVER!
n The baseball Cardinals never play good baseball until the
weather is over 90 degrees for at least two consecutive weeks.
n Golf, by design, is a game meant to upset everyone involved.
All the time…daily…for eternity!
And finally….Chevy Silverado’s are made out of Tornados and
Bruce Lee films. I can’t tell you what Ford’s are made out of,
but let’s just say if you’re not driving a Chevy it’s really bad!
Thanks for listening to me again this addition speak about
absolutely nothing related to anything we do. This was a
particularly hard article to write due some rare condition
I have contracted known as the end of the season blues,
which specifically targets Golf Course Superintendent’s in the
Transition Zone just after Labor Day. This condition can hang
on for several weeks and can only be cured by leaving ones state
of residence for an extended period of time…which I plan on
doing immediately following the conclusion of this article.
Here’s to the upcoming end of another golf season.
We’ll talk again soon! n

There was not a single recorded record weather event
during the months of June, July or August 2014. This was
also the first time this has ever happened, in the history of
the world, in three consecutive months…EVER!

5026 Brittany Downs Drive
St. Charles, MO 63304

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 6 – 7th
Missouri Cup Challenge
www.mvgcsa.com
October 20th
Closing Event at Crown Pointe Golf Course
www.mvgcsa.com
November 5th
Annual Meeting
Forest Park Golf Course

