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The University of Missouri Turfgrass and Ornamental Field Day will be taking 
place on Tuesday, July 21st this year, with an early forecast of cool tempera-

tures and clear skies. The education agenda is still in development (personally  
I like to see what diseases really pop), but will include the usual dizzying array of 
worthwhile topics from pest management strategies to new NTEP variety trials 
and beyond. The afternoon of field day, we will also hold the Lobenstein Schol-
arship Golf Tournament at Columbia Country Club. All proceeds from the 9-hole 
tournament will go to the Lobenstein Fund, which finances competitive $1,000 
scholarships for two meritorious MU undergraduates annually in the Turfgrass or 
Horticultural Science & Design Programs. We hope you can find the opportunity 
to join us for some fun and camaraderie in support of this worthy cause.   
(continued on page six)

Mizzou Field Day &  
Lobenstein Scholarship Tournament

By Dr. Lee Miller
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The MVGCSA is off to a great start here in 
2015. The Board of Directors has been busy 
since the start of the year discussing, organiz-
ing and planning all topics related to mak-
ing the MVGCSA an evolving and improving 
resource for you. I would like to thank all of 
those on our Board for their hard work and  
the volunteering of their time. 

Chuck Gast is already beginning to pay dividends since 
his hiring as the Director of Operations for the MVGCSA. 
The intent of the hire was to streamline our Association 
and make the day to day operations run more efficiently. 
Chuck has done a great job so far and we are seeing sub-
stantial improvements in operational efficiency, commu-
nication and information distribution. Chuck knows the 
business and understands the business. Moving forward, 
Chuck will be major part of making the MVGCSA a bet-
ter value and resource for our members. 

Monthly meetings have been a decent success so far. The 
Boone Valley event was sold out and the golf course was 
in amazing shape. Thank you to Rick Hynson, Boone 
Valley and their staff for their efforts and outstanding 
presentation of the entire facility. The joint event at 
Spencer T. with the SIGCSA was not a bad showing by 
the MVGCSA but could show some improvement. For 
those that missed this meeting you missed a great golf 
course and an excellent presentation provided by Curt 
Rohe from the Metropolitan Amateur Golf Association. 
The MVGCSA thanks you Curt and Super members Tim 
Johnson and Bob Kane. 

It is highly likely that Keep It Green will be going 
through a transitional year to reorganize our focus on 
how to properly raise funds for Turf Research at the Uni-
versity of Missouri. The goal of KIG was to change the 
demographic from which we are raising funds through 
for Turf Research. That goal has been met in some 
regard but we need to limit the fundraising we are doing 
through our own membership. Rob Kick and the KIG 
committee have met this year with a fundraising consul-
tant to consider improved options and discuss the future 
direction of KIG. We will certainly keep you posted.

(continued on page twenty-two)
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Have you ever had that argument with your wife or other women 
about which gender is stronger or tougher? Usually the argument 
comes down to the pain of natural childbirth. The consensus  

being if men had to go through the pain of child birth there would be  
no discussion of the world becoming over populated. For the two women 
who read this battle axe (Maura Kick and my wife...Chris Holtey’s wife 
used to read but they moved back to Iowa) please don’t be offended…..
Each time I organize and edit the Gateway Green I feel like I am giving 
birth to twins without an epidural. I know I will never understand the 
pain of child birth but I have a great imagination.

Anywho….my labor this time has lasted about two months…..labor  
really meaning procrastination. The end result is this jewel of ramblings 
from those in your Association that take the time to put some thoughts 
down on paper. Please don’t judge, please excuse errors in punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. If you are hoppin mad about this particular  
issue or the entire direction of the Gateway Green I know there is  
a silent campaign brewing throughout the Valley to replace the current 
Editor. Whatever I can do to fund that campaign please send the info,  
I will donate indulgently. 

Let’s talk about Boone Valley. Have you ever had a moment throughout 
your life when you have heard about something and then you finally get 
to see it in person? A moment where something is described to you and 
your brain creates a mental picture. All I can say, no embellishment

E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S

Boone Valley 
was every-
thing and more 
than I thought 
it could be.





As the region anxiously perches on  
summer’s precipice, perhaps we should 
take a quick moment to look back  

before forging ahead. Dr. Bill Lobenstein was 
the founder of the Mizzou Turfgrass Extension 
program, conducted pioneering research on the 
growth and recuperative potential of Kentucky 
bluegrass, and was involved in the teaching and 
advising of countless students during his tenure 
at Mizzou. In learning of our efforts in continuing 
the scholarship that bears his legacy, Dr. Bill  
Lobenstein’s daughter contacted me late last 
year. We recently met to talk about the tourna-
ment, and she loaned me a few of the many 
articles that Dr. Lobenstein wrote during his 
illustrious career. The tenets contained in these 
articles, some of which are over 50 years old, 
still strikingly echo true today. It was difficult 
to pick among them, (another incredible one 
is titled “Turf and Green Rainbows”) but one 
of these articles is transcribed here. One can’t 
help but think of our previous drought of 2012, 
Pinehurst, and “brown is the new green” when 
reading this article. I hope you enjoy it.
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(continued on page eight)

Mizzou Field Day & Lobenstein  
Scholarship Tournament
(continued from page one) 

GREEN GRASS AND  
GREEN ROOTS
Originally published in the Proceedings of the Illinois Turfgrass  

Conference, 1964

Dr. C. W. (Bill) Lobenstein

The growing of healthy green grass is the common goal  
of our respective jobs, which brings us together at  

meetings. The users of our products expect the production 
of an adequately thick ground cover at all times in spite of 
the many hurdles of disease, weather, and soil problems and 
at the same time desire the product to be green. Many times 
GREEN is NOT GREEN ENOUGH and we may find ourselves 
yielding to pressures to make it greener. This is fine – we all 
desire to produce a product that gains maximum customer 
satisfaction. 
 All who have examined critically the question of  
“How green is good” recognized it is not a new problem. 
In any series of turfgrass literature this matter is discussed 
repeatedly. As recently as 1960 Dr. Eliot C. Roberts discussed 
the relationship between foliage and root production and 
again pointed out that yield, as foliage production, and dark 
green color were, in themselves, poor indicators of quality 
turfgrass.   
 Anyone seriously concerned with turfgrass management 
recognizes as obvious, the fact that grass, like most other 
plants, cannot be grown without an adequate root system. 
Examples of problems observed apparently do not yet recog-
nize this point or overlook it in the pressures of the growing 
season. Thus some of the factors affecting foliage and root 
development are perhaps worthy of review and re-emphasis.  
 Mowing is necessary in production of good usable turf 
but may be a necessary evil as far as the grass is concerned. 
The fact that clipping practices, especially at the heights 
often required, reduces foliage and root growth is a cardinal 
principle in turfgrass growth. Maintenance of high nitrogen 
levels and optimum moisture conditions stimulate shoot 
growth much more rapidly than root growth especially when 
new leaves are removed as rapidly as they are produced. This 
is the second principle. If root development is further placed 
at a disadvantage by poor aeration through compacted or 
poorly drained rootzone structure, the effects of the two 
previous facts are aggravated. The poor growth of roots  
is transferred to poorer shoot growth. Additional nitrogen  
or additional water in an effort to get quick results only 
makes matters worse. With a good structured, well-aerated 
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rootzone, troubles may still arise from problems of pH or 
failure of the turf user to appreciate the limitations of air and 
soil temperatures beyond which the turfgrass cannot be forced 
without serious injury. 
 Development of slow release nitrogen fertilizer compounds 
in recent years has been a most useful and welcome addition 
to the tool kit of turfgrass management. The ability to provide 
a more continuous feeding in place of the very stimulative 
soluble materials should lead to better turf health. At the same 
time, many still use moderate amounts of the quick solubles or 
even spray-on applications to get that “quick-kick” to keep the 
color up and the user happy without the full knowledge and 
awareness of the interacting factors regulating foliage and root 
growth, all three forms can still cause serious trouble. 
 As an example, up to June, the greens on a small course in 
Southern Illinois started the season in excellent shape. Upon 
subsequent show of poor color, a urea-formaldehyde applica-
tion was made, the only fertilizer application since early spring. 
The greens responded – colorwise! During the summer nearly 
all greens went out from 20 to 90 percent in spite of verticut-
ting, skipping, daily watering, and more U-F. When the damage 
had been done it was discovered that the greens had received 
16 pounds of calcium arsenate per 1,000 in split application the 
preceding fall and spring, some potash, but no phosphate of  
record. No soil test had been made but a fairly good guess 
could be made as to the trouble, especially in view of the arsen-
ical used on typically low phosphate soils in Southern Illinois. 
 The point of concern here is that even with the exclusive 
use of slow release nitrogen materials, trouble can surely arise 
if all factors are not considered. With the typical reduction 
of the working depth of the grass roots accompanying high 
temperatures, coupled with depletion or complexing of the 
phosphate reserves in the surface zones of soils, addition of 
even slow release nitrogen to get growth and color can backfire 
just as surely as the more quick soluble forms.  
 Two home lawns in Carbondale illustrate a violation of the 
cardinal principles in maintaining a durable turf. They were 
established with the best of seed with adequate surface fertil-
ization including limestone but no incorporation sufficiently 
deep into the rootzone of the slowly soluble limestone or  
phosphates. The results - ? By following recommended  

applications of a complete fertilizer with a high ratio of slow 
release nitrogen including regular monthly applications, beau-
tiful lawns were produced – as long as the rains came and be-
fore that section of the city ran out of water. Then, with the dry 
summer and an anti-watering ordinance, disaster struck. Other 
lawns in the neighborhood, with moderate to little fertilization 
and particularly lower nitrogen levels, survived. Not as green 
of course, but they survived. The luxuriant foliage had been 
produced at the expense of a root system adequate to carry 
through; moreover, the thatch developed by this program had 
encouraged the roots to develop even shallower in the tight 
soil. Small wonder the turf expired when the thatch dried out. 
 In a long-term fertility experiment on bluegrass at Dixon 
Springs in cooperation with the University of Illinois, we again 
observed the breakdown of greenness of color as a measure of 
turf quality. This experiment was set up on low phosphate soils 
of very desirable structure but received supplemental irrigation 
only once during the summer. In the various combinations 
used, plots receiving high nitrogen rates in montly increments 
always rated highest from the viewpoint of color regardless of 
whether P and K were high or at the minimum level. When 
drought took its toll, high nitrogen plots lost most grass  
and by the end of the season were the lowest in measured  
shoot density. 
 In review, the basic principles of maintaining good foliage 
and root balance are summarized by many papers and talks 
in previous turfgrass meetings as follows: maintain clipping 
heights as high as possible within the dictates of the grass and 
its use; diseased leaves cannot support adequate root growth 
nor use of the turf; phosphorous and slowly soluble nutrients 
must be adequate throughout the root zones; other essential 
nutrients should be supplied in proper balance and quantities; 
pH and water factors should be regulated with common sense; 
roots cannot grow without air; and nitrogen levels be as low as 
possible without causing the grass to completely lose its vigor 
to recover when climatic and disease factors become more 
favorable. Even though the slow release materials may provide 
a much more desirable means of supplying nitrogen to grow 
GREEN grass, they do not provide a means of escaping the  
pitfalls of grass being permitted to grow TOO GREEN for its 
own good.   n  

Mizzou Field Day &  
Lobenstein Scholarship 
Tournament
(continued from page six) 
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A Message from Your Director of Operations
By Chuck Gast, Director of Operations, MVGCSA 

This business has been in my blood since I was kid and it’s 
actually quite nice to stay involved in this capacity during this 

latter stage of my career. For this, I sincerely thank the Board of 
Directors and you the member, for your trust in allowing me this 
opportunity to serve you in this capacity as Director of Operations 
of the MVGCSA. 
 As this Association has continued to expand and enhance 
its membership value over the years, the goal moving forward is 
to continue this growth and further promote the benefits for all 
members involved. I firmly believe that the only way to maximize 
the benefits of any opportunity is to fully understand what that 
opportunity has to offer. And the best way to fully understand 
anything is through effective communication. And remember, ef-
fective communication is always a two way street 
 In this regard, I pledge to be transparent and outspoken in 
regards to managing this Association under the direction of the 
Board. You will receive important, timely emails and correspon-
dence about current events and topics from this office but I will 
try not to overburden your mailbox. However, the only way I can 
effectively reach you the member, is if I have the correct, up-to-
date address information on file. 
 Therefore, I encourage your participation in this interactive 
world and urge you to please take a moment to go to your website 
at www.mvgcsa.com and click profile update under the members 
banner to be sure that your personal contact information is cor-
rect and current. While it’s nice to have our printed roster book, 
unfortunately it becomes out dated soon after it hits the streets 
in this rapidly changing industry of ours. The electronic roster on 
our website is the best source for maintaining accurate data 
 On a final note, you should have now received your dues 
renewal invoice for the 2015-16 membership year. Please read 
this invoice carefully, make changes to your personal data (if you 
haven’t already taken care of this on the website) and please remit 
your dues payment promptly and within the specified time frame 

as outlined by your MVGCSA bylaws. If you did not receive your 
anticipated dues invoice or would like to join MVGCSA, just shoot 
me an email at mvgcsa@gmail.com and I’ll be happy to assist. 
 Again thanks! I look forward to the continued success and 
future of the MVGCSA.   n

When I “retired” recently, I thought the days of hammering out frequent newsletters was a thing of the 
past. Well, it looks like I’m back in the saddle with this one. I must admit though, this by far is not a bad 
dream relived. This may sound like a bit of senility creeping in, but I rather enjoy it! Maybe not quite as 
much as our editor Paul Hurst but then again, he also enjoys putting 300,000 miles on a single vehicle. 
Back to the topic…

Green Cup and US Open trophies 
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Greetings to all, the 2015 golf season is in full swing and I have checked off most of my spring 
chores; greens aerated, pre-emergent down, weeds sprayed, etc. Then the e-mail from GG Editor 
Paul Hurst shows up and another chore was added to the list, time to write another Vendor  
Spotlight article!       

For this issue I interviewed Tony Arro, Direc-
tor of Sales for Brookside Agra of O’Fallon, 

Illinois. I first met Tony in 2013 at a MVGCSA 
Event and it is always fun to talk to associate 
members and get to know more about them and 
their business. Tony was born and raised on the East 
side in Collinsville, Illinois. He told me he had a typical 
childhood growing up in the Midwest; as a youngster he played 
baseball, soccer, basketball, and loved going fishing and hunt-
ing. It was his sophomore year in high school when he went 
out for the golf team, and he told me he developed a lifelong 
passion for the game of golf. In his senior year at Collinsville 
High School his team went undefeated and qualified for the 
Golf State Title, which they finished 5th.  After high school, 
Tony went to SIU-Edwardsville and earned his Bachelor’s 
degree in Business Management, while working two jobs and 
funding his entire college education.  
 Upon graduation, it was on to the real world of business 
and he first went into banking, working for Boatman’s Bank 
in Clayton. After 4 years as a banker, Tony went on to outside 
sales and worked for various firms such as MCI World Com,  
RH Donnelly and even worked for the company that sells  
Landshire sandwiches. 
 It was 2012 when Tony went to work at Brookside Agra. 
Brookside Agra features products for agriculture, animal 
production and landscape / turf maintenance. The company is 
a fifth generation family business that was formed in 1985 in 
little Highland, Illinois by Don and Margaret Riesenberg. Don 
Riesenberg worked for Con-Agra for a number of years and  
he was determined to use all natural and organic ingredients 
instead of synthetic chemicals to create his own line of  
products for agriculture, environment and turf.  

 Brookside Agra now boasts a worldwide 
distribution of all natural products that range 
from animal feeds to natural enzymes that 

control odors in lagoons, sewer lines, etc. Tony 
heads up the environmental division for Brook-

side Agra and stated, “It was my interest in golf 
that helped bring about the distribution of Brookside’s 

H2OExcel.” He continued, “Once I saw what this all natural 
water conservation agent and nutrient booster could do I knew 
it would be a great tool for Golf Course Superintendents and 
Turf Managers.” 
 Tony had connections with several local golf courses and 
he asked Superintendents to give H2OExcel a try and they 
liked the results; H2OExcel’s makeup of natural ingredients 
and biologicals not only increase the efficiency of water  
absorption and holding capability, but enhance the nutrients 
and micro-organisms in the soil. H2OExcel is an all-natural, 
biodegradable water conservation agent that is used from 
Florida to California on golf courses. 
 The product’s performance standards were studied at 
University of Central Missouri and Purdue University. Tony 
told me he is excited to have soil agronomist and microbiolo-
gist expert Ben Elliott join the team at Brookside Agra and 
help with the evolving importance of H2OExcel. The company 
is celebrating its 30th year in business and it is clear that they 
were out in front of the pack for what is now termed, “sustain-
ability”.  
 Tony told me he has been married for 12 years and is the 
proud father of four beautiful children and loves to play golf for 
fun. I would like to thank Tony and Brookside Agra for helping 
to support the MVGCSA with our monthly meetings and other 
events.    n 

H2 the OH!
Tony Arro, Brookside Agra

Submitted by Don Humphrey

V E N D O R  S P O T L I G H T

Tony Arro, Brookside Agra

Tony says, “It was my interest in golf that helped bring about the distribution of Brookside’s H2OExcel.”





Page Fourteen  THE GATEWAY GREEN Spring 2015 

MU Turf Program Launches a GCSAA/MVGCSA Funded 
Project Studying Billbugs on Zoysiagrass Fairways
By Dr. Xi Xiong 
Assistant Professor in Turfgrass Management 
University of Missouri

Beginning in spring 2015, Michael Patterson (right), a senior 
student in Crop Management in the Division of Plant  

Sciences, University of Missouri, started to regularly visit local 
golf courses. Every week, Michael spends 15-20 hours on the golf 
courses, not for playing golf, but to collect tiny insects that feed 
on zoysiagrass stems and crowns. The insects, called billbugs, 
are small weevils that are less than 0.3 inches long when fully 
developed. At the larvae stage, the legless little creatures feed from 
inside of the zoysiagrass stems and eat their way out as they grow 
larger, and then move down to the thatch/crown layer where they 
feed on crowns and possibly roots. Without proper treatment,  
billbug damage can go undetected, until the following spring 
when zoysiagrass in infested areas fails to resume growth. 
 At the University of Missouri, Turf Specialist and Entomolo-
gist, Drs. Xi Xiong and Bruce Barrett, teamed up to study this 
insect species. With funding support provided by GCSAA Chapter 
Cooperative Research Program and matched by MVGCSA,  
40 pitfall traps were placed on fairways in two golf courses in  
Columbia, MO. The pitfall traps, which are only 4 inches in  
diameter and are placed underground within 20 feet apart on  
zoysiagrass fairways, trap billbug adults when they come out of 
the ground during evening and crawl around. Although the odds 
of a billbug happening to crawl into a pitfall trap is fairly small,  
a significant number of billbugs, close to 100 in a one-week period 
for example, has been collected from the 40 traps at one golf 
course, where billbug damage has not been previously diagnosed. 
It is likely that much of the damage we attributed to white grub 
problems, may have been billbugs indeed. 
 The objectives of this GCSAA/MVGCSA funded project are 
to study the composition of the billbug population that feed on 
Missouri zoysiagrass fairways, and to learn more of the billbug 
biology. With this 2-year project, and a concurrent USGA-funded 
insecticide efficacy project, MU billbug working group hopes to 
develop the most effective strategy to control billbugs with proper 
insecticides and proper application timings. 
 This article may spark some questions such as: How do  
I know if I have billbugs on my fairway? What are other impacts  
the billbugs have on the zoysiagrass fairway if no visible damage  
is noticed? Please contact the Mizzou team for additional  
information. We will keep you updated with outcomes of this 
project; stay tuned!   n 

MU billbug working group hopes to develop the most effective 
strategy to control billbugs with proper insecticides and proper 
application timings.





Kick’s Korner –  
The Poetry of Zoysia
By Rob Kick, Algonquin Golf Club

“Haiku” is a traditional form of Japanese poetry consisting of 3 lines where the first and third lines 
contain 5 syllables and the middle line consists of 7. 

 Zoysia won’t grow
 Can’t you fill in and be green
 I hate Zoysia

     I’ll leave you with this . . .  

You are so fickle 
You drive me to drink… a lot  

You’re soaking in it”
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Some of you may be asking yourselves right now how 
many syllables are in the word zoysia…technically three. 

Typically, I pronounce it zoy-sia, but it is officially zoy-si-a, so 
when you recite the preceding haiku you will not be confused. 
 Zoysia and confusion have become synonymous.  
“Zoysia japonica” often referred to as “Japanese lawn grass”,  
is a coarser textured, but more cold hardy spe-
cies of zoysia introduced to the United States 
in 1895 from the Manchurian province of 
China. Anyone else confused by that sentence? 
Am I the only one who thinks zoysia is not cold 
hardy? Is there some reason why some smarty 
pants named a turf “japonica” or “Japanese 
lawn grass” when the flipping stuff is from 
China? Why not “chinensis”, wouldn’t that 
make more sense? How are we supposed to 
know what to do with this stuff when some-
one can’t even name it for whence it came? 
Maybe warm season needs to be explained a 
little more appropriately. Definitions of Zoysia 
should include the following disclaimers…
likes extremely hot weather where it never 
rains and there are no trees and no low areas. Also, not 
a particular fan of traffic. Shade can be a problem, but  
basically any light deficiency will render the turf completely 
useless. Freezing Bad! Food is good but don’t over feed  

because it’s pointless and stimulation of the plant only  
occurs when it feels like it. Also, never and I mean never feed 
it after dark. Oh… this would be a good one too…only use as 
a fairway turf if you have the absolute perfect conditions for 
plant to achieve optimum growth… which cannot be defined, 
so just cross your fingers. Or maybe…using this species in 

unpredictable climates may prove to be a really 
bad idea some years but others years may in 
fact be awesome, but it depends on the weather 
which you have no control over, so again…just 
cross your fingers. Wow…sorry…almost melted 
down there for a second. All is well. 
 Admittedly, I’m not the smartest guy in the 
world. I’m not even the smartest guy in my  
office and I’m alone. Okay, that didn’t even 
make any zoysia…I mean sense. But, are we 
missing something? Zoysia is a great turf when 
the stars align, but how often does that happen? 
Should we be looking at something else? I know 
there are a few in town with bent and God love 
ya, but that’s no walk in the park either.  
 So what’s the answer 

 Change turf? Move? More or less of something? What will 
make it better? Well… I believe it’s something that can’t be 
defined, something used to explain things that can’t otherwise 
be. Poetry. Specifically Haiku.

Zoysia is a great turf 
when the stars align, 

but how often does that 
happen?
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Editor’s Notes 
(continued from page four) 

sarcasm, Boone Valley was everything and more than I thought 
it could be. The drive out there is where the experience is set in 
motion…..the type of drive where you are questioning whether 
your iPhone is taking you to the right place. The golf course 
was spectacular. I have seen nothing but warm season disap-
pointment the last two months and Boone Valley was a cool 
season Nirvana or C3 plant paradise. Fairways had that bronzy 
shimmer of regulation and every shot that landed on them was 
rewarded with a perfect lie. Not the overused word perfect, the 
legitimate word perfect. Greens were pure and the speed was 
befitting but not gaudy. Rough was gorgeous, bunkers were 
excellent, detail was on point and the golf course fit effortlessly 
into the valley. High fives and touchdowns to Brett Terschluse, 
Ben Steidley, Matt Wideman, Rick Hynson and the rest of the 
staff at Boone Valley for a job well done. Final thought on 
Boone Valley….the bunker carved out of the hill on #15,  
very cool.

Heading to #6 tee

Clubhouse

Bunker cut from hillside 

#11 Green

(continued on page twenty)





Let’s talk about Curt Rohe. Curt 
spoke about marking your golf 
course properly at the SIGCSA/
MVGCSA Joint meeting in May. 
Curt is the Executive Director of 
the Metropolitan Amateur Golf 
Association. Great talk and abso-
lutely 100% applicable to what  
you guys do on a daily basis.  
I know this horse has been beaten 
to death but the MVGCSA can 
provide value when the member 
chooses to participate. Great job 
Curt, we appreciate your efforts 
and your involvement with the 
MVGCSA. I did not get the op-
portunity to play Spencer T but 
I heard nothing but rave reviews 
about its conditioning. Big 
thumbs up to Tim Johnson, Bob 
Kane, Joey Davis, Alfred, Brian, Chris, the other Brian and 
Charles for their efforts in getting the course is great shape for 
the outing.  Also thanks to Mary, Anna, Craig and Thomas  
for their hosting efforts at the Clubhouse.

Thank you to all that contributed to our  
first issue of 2015. 
Don Humphrey and Rob Kick are my two Superintendent 
wordsmith’s that trudge through three articles each year for 
the Double G. I wish I could see the look on your face when  
my emails come through requesting articles….same look  
I am sure when your dog farts and is sitting beneath you.  
Dr. Lee Miller really brought some heat to our issue this  
quarter. So warm that he earned the right to be on the cover  
of this ball and chain. Great job Lee and please keep the  
ball rolling up at Mizzou. Very cool stuff seeing the work of 
Dr. Bill Lobenstein from 1964. Thanks as well to Dr. Xiong for 
providing the article on Billbugs. We appreciate your efforts 
as well up at Mizzou. You are not forgotten Chuck Gast. As 
Director of Operations you are required to write one article 
for each issue of the Gateway Green until you die. Writing the 
one article will be a nice way to ease you into the transition of 
taking over the job as Editor. Thank you as well to Mike Carron 
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for all your work with the advertisers. Without the Associate 
Member support and commitment of dollars this publication 
cannot happen….thank you. Finally, thank you Larry Torno for 
taking 100 emails and organizing those over 24 pages. You are  
a craftsman.

Read on, pitch or send a letter to the Editor.  
I will be going into labor again in about two 
months. We should be back again as August  
fades. I hope Summer treats you kindly.   n
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President’s Message 
(continued from page two) 

The 2015 Green Cup will be held at Fox Run Golf Club on  
Monday, June 29th. If you missed playing at Boone Valley  
you have another opportunity to play a golf course with bent 
grass fairways. You can sign up for this event at mvgcsa.com. 
John Briggs will be the host Superintendent and the course 
is in great shape so get you team signed up quickly as spots 
should fill. 

Please let me know if you have any questions  
about your Association. The Board of Directors and 
I are striving to make our association an evolving 
asset for you and your facilities or businesses.  
We appreciate your willingness to be a member. 
We strive for you to participate.   

Tim Roethler, 
President MVGCSA 

Please support our associate  
members who always step up to 
help our association.

Davis and Tim Roethler posing with the US Open Trophy





C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

5026 Brittany Downs Drive 
St. Charles, MO 63304

June 29th 
The Green Cup @ Fox Run Golf Club  
www.mvgcsa.com

July 21st 
University of Missouri Turf Field Day  
www.mvgcsa.com

August 7th 
MVGCSA 9 Hole Event @ Ballwin Golf Club  
www.mvgcsa.com

October 5th 
Missouri Cup @ The Lake of The Ozarks  
www.mvgcsa.com

October 13th 
MVGCSA Closing Event at Tapawingo National 
Golf Course  
www.mvgcsa.com 


