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President’s Message
I sit here and write my last President’s Message. I can’t tell you what an honor it has been.
Being your President is something I never thought I would do or want to do. No time, no
desire, sick of anything to do with golf, you know the routine. Even before I became a Director, I didn’t want to be burdened with the obligation of working for you guys to help set
up events and make sure the organization was working for everybody.
Boy am I glad I had some people push and pressure me into getting involved. Coincidentally I was being pushed at a time when I was thinking there was some things we needed
to do as an organization, and I decided the time was right. Joining the Board might be one
of the best decisions of my life. I don’t know how much I have made a difference for the
MVGCSA, if any at all, but the MVGCSA sure has made a difference on me.
I’ve grown as a person exponentially since becoming a director. I’m the same Superintendent now as I was before, but the relationships I have been able to make along the
way will never be forgotten. From all the directors that have come and gone, the assistant
liaison’s, the associate liaisons, the researchers and students at Mizzou and all the others
who come in contact with the Board. Good friendships have been made.
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Not only have friendships been made, but in times
of stress, these guys have been able to lift my soul
several times. When I’ve questioned my career
choice (about three times a year), there has always
been someone there. Not like I have to be talked
off a ledge every quarter, but I’m an introvert.
Chances are, most of these guys I love, I would
never have met.

Past President

Tim Roethler
Old Warson C.C.
(314) 968-5236
Director of Operations

Chuck Gast
(314) 591-1613

Directors (1 Year)
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Tim Schwierjohn
Redexim Turf Products
(314) 312-9255
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Surely we would be acquaintances, but not
out of my comfort zone.
someone you sit down with and say,
Being on the Board is not always a bed
“Hey! I suck. What’s wrong with this
of roses. People have different ideas and will
_______?” (fill in your grass type). The
argue their points passionately during a
answer always seems to be, “Dude, have you
meeting. There is plenty of debate that takes
been to my place?” It is always reassuring
place monthly. Sometimes the president is
to find out it’s not me, it’s the Saint Louis
forced to step in, make a decision, and move
weather. You would think I would know that
things along. This doesn’t always sit well
by now after thirty years in Saint Louis, but
with all participants. Being a superintendent
having good friends to remind you when the
actually prepares you for this part of the
chips are down is a nice security blanket.
job. Making tough decisions is kind of what
Being on the Board has forced me to
we do. Right? At the end of the day though,
leave my shell. Talking to people I
we all walk out as friends. I have
I
have
never
don’t know makes me uncomfortnever witnessed a disagreement in
witnessed a
able. Being on the Board forces
a meeting carry on past the close
disagreement
in
you to initiate conversations with
of the gavel that ends the meeting.
a meeting carry
people you don’t know or barely
I think that is a testament to the
on past the close
know. Being forced to do this has
character of the people we have in
of the gavel that
helped me immensely in dealing
our industry.
ends the meetwith the members at my club. I
Like I said earlier, I don’t know
ing. I think that
despise being on the phone. I can
how much impact I have had on
is a testament
have no contact with my daughthe MVGCSA, but I can tell you, the
to the character
ter in Denver for three months.
MVGCSA is in a really solid place
of the people
She will call me, and a converright now, and moving in the right
we have in our
sation that should last thirty
direction. Everyone has seen the
industry.
minutes, I will have completed in
fantastic job Chuck has done, and
thirty seconds, and then it can get really awkmember relations have drastically improved.
ward. So imagine my phone conversations
We are financially stable, and many initiatives
when I have to call the president of another
have been taken to help us be able to estabchapter, somebody at the GCSAA, or speaklish an operating budget. Having an operating
ers for events when that used to be my duty?
budget makes it easier to give, give more
Uncomfortable for me, but it forced me to get
to research, scholarships and charitable
better. I’m a better person and more profesdonations. Having an operating budget makes
sional superintendent because I’ve had to get

(continued on page twenty)
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EDITOR’S NOTES

othing better than a good quote or lyric
to start an article….let’s roll back to 1987
with a line from the 10,000 Maniacs song
“Like the Weather” that croons, “Shiver in my
bones just thinking about the weather.”

Is there anything more fascinating in life
than the non-stop ever changing reality TV
show of weather? The repeated flooding of the
Meramec, our current drought, the unfathomable amount of rain that fell in Houston, the
enormity of the Hurricane that has devastated
parts of Florida are just recent events that
consume our attention and evoke emotion. I
rarely miss the NBC Nightly news at 5:30 pm.
For you Millennials out there, some of us old
folk still get our news at half hour increments,
with a bourbon, after a day at the salt mines.
Each evening my man Lester Holt usually
spends the first 10 minutes talking about an
event spurred by Mother Nature before he
starts talking about the pitfalls of the current
administration. Lately it has been hurricanes
but often it is earthquakes, flooding, snow
events, wildfires, etc. I think we are fascinated
by weather because it cannot be tamed. I think
we are fascinated because it often runs absolutely rough shod over the best laid engineering plans of man. Nature not only survives
but nature also reminds us that we should not
build in flood plains or have homes that rest on
cinder blocks. Our fascination with weather is
mentioned often throughout this Summer/Fall
publication of your Gateway Green.
Anywho……Our cup runneth over here at the
Double G. Lack of participation is no longer an
issue in getting this publication in your hands.
We have eight diverse authors that have made
an effort this issue. I understand the pain of
writers block and early stage Alzheimer’s, I
have driven that unicycle on a poorly funded
Illinois highway. I appreciate our writers pressing forward and I understand the frustration
of trying to effectively communicate through
writing. But I also have felt the adrenaline and
beauty of effortless keystrokes that flow from
your brain like a Lindsey Buckingham guitar

solo. Writing, especially published writing, is
not for the meek of heart and I thank all of our
authors that have contributed to this issue.
Thank you to our President Mike Null who has
graced our cover this issue with his final President’s Message. Mike speaks about the power
of community and how that has impacted him
both professionally and personally. Don Humphrey is back again this quarter heaping praises
on how technology and networking have kept
him plugged in with his profession. Chris Rapp
keeps em’ sharp, slick and clean writing about
how flooding has impacted his career in the
shop. Dr. Miller and Dr. Xiong are both featured in this issue. A personal high five to them
for representing the Valley and Mizzou with
their written word in the Double G and their
research that was effectively on display at this
year’s Field Day in Columbia. My final thanks
to Rob Kick for grinding one out. We should
schedule a beer together.
A few different thanks to the men who help
tighten the nuts and bolts of this magazine.
Keep up the good work Chuck Gast as you
effectively pull the levers of the MVGCSA.
Thank you to Mike Carron and his work with
our advertisers. Thank you to Larry Torno for
organizing all this chaos. Thank you to our advertisers, our team here at the Gateway Green
appreciates your support.
Paul Hurst, Editor
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Twenty-Five or So Questions
with Carlos Arraya
Bellerive Country Club

Questions Submitted By – Paul Hurst

1. You moved here from Florida, how
much different is growing grass here
in the transition zone?

11. You will be hosting the 100th PGA
Championship in August of 2018;
you have to be excited yet anxious?

Both climates pose challenges. The big
difference is the obvious weather. Warm
season turf grass in harsh winters, cool
season turf grass in harsh summers.
Enough said. No matter where you are
the expectations are the same, great golf
conditions are required. Since I am in
St. Louis now the political thing to say
it’s harder here.

Honored.

2. Any fondness or disdain for bent
and zoysia?
No disdain. More admiration on how
they perform despite the extreme
weather conditions that exist.

12. How do you feel about your turf
quality right now?
Great. Ask me tomorrow.

13. What is your biggest concern
about the upcoming PGA Championship?
5. What piece of advice would you
give to an aspiring Superintendent?

August in St Louis with bentgrass
greens. Next Question.

Vision, focus, align yourself and do not
listen to the naysayers or critics.

14. What do you expect from your
core staff?

6. Who was the most influential
person in your career?

Professionalism, integrity and honesty
within the core. The work ethic and
commitment come with the territory.

3. Hardest thing you have learned
about growing grass here in St. Louis?

Two people, John Cunningham and my
wife Noemi.

Humidity matters, a lot.

7. At what point in your working
career did you say, “I want to be
a Golf Course Superintendent.”

4. Summarize your work history?
1996-1998 Metro West Country Club
(Arnold Palmer Management Group)
1998-2002 Assistant Hawk’s Nest Golf
Club (Jim Fazio course)
2002-2005 Assistant Black Diamond
Ranch (Tom Fazio course)
2005-2014 Golf Course Superintendent
and became GM Hawk’s Nest Golf Club
2014-2015 Golf Course Superintendent
The Venice Golf and Country Club
2016 - started at Bellerive Country Club

The first day I stepped foot on a golf
course. Though I was lost on a sand pro.
Never felt like I’ve been at work.

8. Describe your management style?
Coaching, persuasive(lol) leadership
style.

9. What drives you to get up every
morning?
I hate losing more than I like winning.
There have been resounding critics that
have said I can’t and shouldn’t but somehow I am still excelling in the craft.

10. If there were a trait in a guy that
would dictate success what would
it be?
The trait that I have observed that dictates success in people is perseverance.
Get up off the canvas dust yourself off,
wipe away tears, bandage the blood and
try again.

15. Do you plan on requesting volunteers from the MVGCSA?
Yes. October – November unfortunately
it will be a weeklong commitment, so
we will see who can commit to that in
August here in St. louis. Hopefully many.
We want the Association to represent
itself to the world.

16. If you were to follow a few players around Bellerive next August who
would they be?
Adam Scott and Dustin Johnson or
whoever is grinding to the top.
(continued on page twenty)
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Get Ready for Two New Herbicides,
Vexis™ and GameOn™
Submitted By – Dr. Xi Xiong, Associate Professor of Turfgrass Science, University of Missouri

#17 Hole

I

t seems like the next couple of years are going to be
exciting: two new herbicides with novel active ingredients will be launched for the turf market! Addition of new
herbicides not only provides us additional choices, but most
importantly, it gives us an extra tool to manage herbicide
resistance. At the University of Missouri, we have been
testing these new herbicides in field and greenhouse experiments, and our results were quite impressive.
The first new active ingredient I want to introduce is pyrimisulfan, an inhibitor of the enzyme acetolactate synthase (ALS),
which inhibits the bio-synthesis of branched chain amino
acids, valine, leucine and isoleucine in sensitive plants. ALS
inhibitors typically cause stunting and discoloration before
plants slowly starve to death. There are plenty of herbicides in
the turf market that belong to this category, such as Sedgehammer® (a.i. halosulfuron) and Velocity® (a.i. bispyribacsodium). Although pyrimisulfan works on the same enzyme,
interaction is at a different active site of the enzyme compared
to other ALS inhibitors. This means a weed species that has
developed resistance to Sedgehammer® for example, will
likely still be controlled by pyrimisulfan. PBI-Gordon Corporation is currently developing a line of herbicide containing this
proprietary active ingredient under the brand name VexisTM,
for use on established cool- and warm-season turfs. Results
from other universities indicate excellent control of sedges and
kyllinga with Vexis-containing herbicides. At the University of
Missouri, we tested three granular and two sprayable formulations of Vexis-containing herbicides for their effects on crabgrass control on both bermudagrass and tall fescue applied as a
preemergence herbicide. Collectively, these trials revealed that
Vexis-containing herbicides are as effective as commercialized
compounds, such as Dimension® (a.i. dithiopyr), for control
of crabgrass on both turfs. When it comes to broadleaf weeds
such as white clover and lespedeza, Vexis-containing herbicides
applied preemergence resulted in excellent control compared
to the commercialized herbicide Pendulum® (a.i. pendimethalin;
Fig. 1).
The second new herbicide I want to introduce is a broadleaf
compound, GameOnTM, which is being developed by the Dow
AgroSciences. GameOnTM is a mixture of a new synthetic

Fig 1. Effect of Vexis-containing herbicides, EH-1617, EH-1626,
and NB38727, on percent white clover and lespedeza cover (%)
3 weeks after treatment application. Bars for each weed labeled
with the same letters are not significantly different based on Fisher’s
Protected LSD at 0.05 probability.

Fig 2. Treatment effect on percent dandelion (top) and white clover
(bottom) cover (%) evaluated at 14 weeks after treatment. Bars
labeled with the same letter are not significantly different based
on Fisher’s Protected LSD at 0.05 probability.

auxin arylex, in addition to two more synthetic auxins 2, 4-D
Choline and fluroxypyr. It is worth noting that the formulation of 2, 4-D is different from an amine or ester formulations.
The choline formulation included in GameOnTM significantly
reduces volatility, which subsequently enhances the safety of
this product around bushes and flower beds. Also the users’ experience is improved because the typical 2, 4-D odor is
reduced. GameOnTM will be labeled for all major cool-season
turfgrasses and warm-season grasses including bermudagrass and zoysiagrass. At the University of Missouri, we found
that the efficacy of GameOnTM is comparable to commercial
products for control of dandelion and white clover applied as a
typical postemergence in late April when dandelion plants were
fully blooming (Fig. 2). n
S TAY T U N E D F O R M O R E I N F O R M AT I O N
REGARDING THE NEW HERBICIDES!
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Dr. Miller’s Musings
Submitted By – Dr. Lee Miller, University of Missouri

Hello everyone, and welcome to Fall. It’s been an interesting season, one that some may characterize
as mild and uneventful. August temperatures were incredible to say the least, and we’d take that
early break every year if we could. There was some notable disease activity and other happenings at MU,
so enjoy the following topic potpourri.
“ALL ABOUT THAT BASS” AL ROT ANTHRACNOSE
Rather than a catchy pop song, this title could have been a horror movie this year for bentgrass putting greens.
We easily received more samples of basal rot
anthracnose this season than ever before. Submissions began in late May, by mid-July submissions
of the disease were well into the double digits, and
just last week (August 22 -24) we had four positive
samples in just two days. Susceptible varieties include ‘Penncross’ or (like in Swingers) any ‘Penn-’
(‘links, ‘eagle, ‘Trio, etc.), ‘Providence’, ‘Brighton’,
‘SR1020’, ‘Cohansey’ and several others. Interestingly, my
colleagues and I have not observed the disease on ‘A1’ or ‘A4’,
and presumed the newer varieties to be less susceptible or even
resistant to the disease. This year, I did observe it on a new ‘T1’
green (see photo above, right), so the blanket of invulnerability
to new cultivars may not be as extensive as we once thought.
There are many possible explanations for why this disease was
so prevalent in 2017. Top among these possibilities is that
milder summer temperatures encouraged more bentgrass
growth. Anthracnose is notoriously a low N disease, preferring
a nitrogen-starved plant under stress. Bentgrass growth was
less limited by heat this year than in any MO summer of my
tenure, and the normal spoonfeeding regimen may not have
been robust enough to support the plant’s desire. Anthracnose
took advantage and went from hanging out on
the leaf canopy to going down low for the kill.
In my previous experience eons ago in Chicago,
anthracnose in both Poa and bentgrass greens
would often be noticed not during the 90+ high
to 70+ low ℉ scorchers, but instead during a dip in
temperature after the heat. Perhaps the nitrogen
need is a reason for this, and an uptick in N rate
with an accompanying shot of growth regulation
may help.

The anthracnose pathogen (Colletotrichum cereale) is also
notorious for developing fungicide resistance. Previous studies have confirmed field resistance to both the benzimidazole
and QoI (or strobilurin) classes of chemistry. For
this reason, an effective fungicide management
strategy to preventively control anthracnose
should include use of Velista (SDHI chemistry)
and the DMI fungicides throughout the season.
Little research has been conducted on fungicide
resistance in anthracnose populations that attack
bentgrass greens in Missouri. With support, this
may be an area of research we should consider.

MIZZOU TURFGRASS & LANDSCAPE FIELD DAY
We experienced fantastic, mild and cool weather for our August
1 field day this year, and despite this we had a lower than normal turnout. Those that did attend learned about a wide variety
of topics including the introduction of a new herbicide and
uses, management and diagnosis of nematode problems on putting greens, soil health and plant testing, soil hydrophobicity,
fungicide resistance, Emerald Ash Borer, and research on fraze
mowing zoysiagrass.
We also said goodbye to Dr. Brad Fresenburg, who retired at
the end of July. Most know Brad, but to put it quite simply the
MU Turfgrass Program would not be here today without him.
During the lean times, Brad was the sole person that held the
program together and demonstrated its purpose
to both administrators and the Missouri public.
He also instructed many students, putting his
stamp on the Missouri Turfgrass Industry for
many years to come. Although his emphasis was
on sports turf, an industry he revolutionized, his
work touched all aspects of turfgrass culture.
As I sit in his old office and try to cover his duties,
I respect this fact more and more each day.
(continued on page twenty six)

Page Twelve

THE GATEWAY GREEN

Summer/Fall 2017

THE GRIND

Fish Removal
Submitted By – Chris Rapp, Bellerive Country Club

H

CAUTION
RISING
WATER

owdy from the shop! Well, we’ve

made it through another Summer.
The weather has really been mild this
time through and I reckon we’ll pay for
that somehow. There is always a tradeoff.
For every action there is an equal and
opposite reaction or something like that.
Full circle, you know?
We hope things went well at your
place…. Speaking of tradeoffs: as I am
writing this there are reports of fifty plus
inches of rain from hurricane Harvey
flooding southeast Texas and western
Louisiana. I am having a hard time
getting my head around fifty inches of
rain. We’ve all been around some flooding
here in the Midwest. But fifty inches…
come on. The Good Lord promised he
would never flood the world again, but
he never said anything about flooding
only portions of it. Most of you probably
remember the flood of 1993. I was right in
the middle of that one in Gumbo. I recall
removing fish from air cleaners. There
was a lot of rain. I don’t recall how much.
I doubt it was fifty inches. Even if it was,
it certainly didn’t come down in four days.
Fifty inches is a lot. I also recall late summer of 2008. The remnants of Hurricane
Ike, I believe, moved through St. Louis on
a weekend in September. It was my Sunday off and I received the call about 9am.
The shop was flooded along with a portion
of the course. The staff was light at the
golf course because of the weather. They
got a few things to high ground. It all
happened so quickly. Club Car Carryalls
and 300 gallon sprayers float. Once again
I had to remove fish from air cleaners.
That was a lot of rain. Once again, I don’t
recall exactly how much, but I’m sure it
wasn’t fifty inches.

Flood recovery, albeit a massive
task is manageable. Manageable
with time and the help of a lot of
compassionate people.

There have been others as well and
I’m sure many of you are recollecting your
own flood experiences. There have been
many. But fifty inches? I’ve seen images
and video from Houston… devastating.
I’m sure the images don’t do it justice.
Makes me think of the Jamey Johnson
song “You Should’ve Seen It in Color”.
Flood recovery, albeit a massive task is
manageable. Manageable with time and
the help of a lot of compassionate people.
Hopefully by the time you all are reading
this recovery is well under way. Maybe
some of us will even be part of that recovery. (Another one of those equal and opposite reaction full circle type of things.)
Back to the golf course….

AS YOU ARE MAKING YOUR FALL
PLANS, ORDERING TINES, GETTING
THE TOPDRESSER READY, CHECKING
OUT THE SEEDERS…DON’T FORGET
TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR OUR
FALL TECHNICIANS MEETING. WE ARE
PLANNING TO GATHER AT BELLERIVE
CC’S SHOP ON DECEMBER 5TH.
JAMES ARNOLD HAS BEEN SPEAKING
TO SOME FOLKS AT LINCOLN ELECTRIC.
WE ARE PLANNING TO HAVE SOME
EDUCATION ON WELDING AND FABRICATION. IF THINGS GO AS PLANNED,
THERE WILL BE A PRESENTATION AS
WELL AS SOME HANDS ON TRAINING.
STAY TUNED FOR DETAILS.
We hope everyone’s Fall aerification,
seeding, and whatever else you’ve got
going on goes well. n

KEEP ‘EM CLEAN,
KEEP ‘EM SHARP, KEEP ‘EM SLICK.
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Random Ramblings, Part Deux
Submitted By Don Humphrey, Lake St. Louis Golf Club

THA N KS FO R RE ADING AND KE E P LE ARNING!
Hello Turf Heads, my
Random Ramblings begin as
the Summer of 2017 comes
to favorable turf grassgrowing end. As I write, it
is a couple of days shy of
September 1st which is the
psychological finish line for
Golf Course Superintendents. It is over; high five to
you and your crew, another
Summer is history and most
of the courses in the Valley
fared very well. This Summer started out hot with
triple digit temperatures in
late June and early July,
but late July and August
have been mild with below
normal temperatures. As
this Summer ends, and the
year moves on toward the
Fall, it is a good time to
reflect. Each Summer is an
opportunity to learn more
about the strategies we use
to keep our turf healthy in
the Transition Zone.

I think information and
networking are always a good
way to help Superintendents
make it through the summer.
For turf grass information
in our region, I always rely
on the “Missouri Maestro”,
Dr. Lee Miller, and his Turf
Disease Updates. Dr. Miller
is the Turfgrass Pathologist
at the University of Missouri,
and his monthly Turf Disease
Updates are a necessary read
for sports turf, lawn and golf
course caretakers. There is
always great information
throughout his updates as
he includes prevention and
curative strategies for the
various issues that confront
us in the turf industry.
I always look forward to
reading Dr. Miller’s monthly
updates during the growing season. The information
from Dr. Miller is a great
tool for Superintendents in
our region, and can make a
difference in our battle for
healthy turf.

Another tool to battle the
Summer turf wars is a strong
network of Superintendents. Our local Chapter,
the MVGCSA, is a valuable
source of information and
knowledge. The MVGCSA is a
fellowship of turf professionals that can be counted on
to help their peers whenever
needed. I know that every
Summer I make numerous
phone calls to MVGCSA Superintendents and exchange
information about things I
am seeing. I often bounce
ideas (mostly crazy ones) to
get some feedback. I have
always said that who better to
talk to about turf issues than
guys that are fighting the
same battle. I believe there is
no better resource than your
fellow Superintendent, and
he or she is just a phone call
or a text away. That is what
networking is all about. Do
yourself a favor and go to local meetings and get to know
other Superintendents to
exchange information, ideas
and advance our profession.

A final resource that I
discovered this Summer is
social media. Many social
media sites are geared toward
Superintendents and the one
that I have been visiting almost daily is the Golf Course
Maintenance Facebook Page.
It is a bit of a potpourri of
almost everything you can
imagine. It is like going to
the carnival of turf grass
maintenance. There is some
seriously good information
but some crazy and zany stuff
on there as well. Gary Grigg
started the page and does a
good job of policing the page
to keep it mostly professional.
I have seen some fresh ideas
on the page that can be useful along with the obligatory
picture of a fairway unit or
Cushman that somehow
found its way into a lake. The
page has Superintendents
from all over world. It is kind
of cool to see what some of
the issues these guys post; I
saw a guy from Germany post
a picture of his green torn
up from wild boars. There is
never a dull moment on this
page but it remains both informational and entertaining.

Our local Chapter, the MVGCSA, is a valuable source of information and knowledge. The MVGCSA is a fellowship of turf professionals that can be counted on to help their peers whenever need ed. I know that every Summer I make numerous phone calls to MVGCSA
Superintendents and exchange information about things I am seeing. I often bounce ideas (mostly crazy ones) to get some feedback.
I have always said that who better to talk to about turf issues than guys that are fighting the same battle.
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A Message from
Your Director of Operations
Submitted By – Chuck Gast, Director of Operations, MVGCSA

Another summer has come and gone. I know most of you are sad to see the scorching hot summer temperatures
give way to the cool, crisp fall weather but guess you’ll just have to handle it like you do so well.
Congrats on notching another successful summer on your belt!

W

ith the return of favorable temps comes
the return of an active schedule on the
MVGCSA calendar. The fall events schedule is
full of meetings and activities to satisfy your
thirst for knowledge and exchange of information from the past years experiences. Check out
the calendar of events on the home page of our
website at www.mvgcsa.com to get all the details of
a slew of events that your education and events committees have arranged for you. You don’t want to miss a thing!
You’ll find all the info about the MVGCSA Championship, MO
Cup, 2017 Green Cup, Annual Meeting and the 2017 Shop Tour
right at your fingertips.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Another committee has been hard
Monday, October 2nd
at work lately, namely, the ScholThe Missouri Cup
arship Committee. Rob Kick and
Lodge of the Four Seasons
Rob Schaff carefully reviewed 11
scholarship applications that were
www.mvgcsa.com
received this year and awarded 6
Monday, October 16th
students an MVGCSA scholarship
The Green Cup
for the 2017-18 academic year.
Algonquin Golf Club
The successful applicants include
Host – Rob Kick
Zach Yaeger, Corey Harvey, Rachel
www.mvgcsa.com
Eschbacher, Mason Roethler, Luke
Wednesday, November 8th Carron and Adam Kane. The sum
of these scholarship awards total
MVGCSA Annual Meeting
$5,500, awarded through checks
Forest Park Golf Course
presented to their respective
Host – Chad Carpenter
University to assist with tuition
www.mvgcsa.com
expenses. Formal presentation of
Monday, December 4th
these awards to each student will
Shop Tour
again be on the agenda at our
Boone Valley Golf Club
Annual Meeting in November.
Host – Rick Hynson
CONGRATULATIONS
www.mvgcsa.com
STUDENTS!

For all of you that have a desire to serve on the
MVGCSA Board of Directors, you should know
that there are several positions on the Board
that will be on the ballot this November. There
will also be an Assistant and Affiliate Liaison
position open. This a good opportunity to get
involved and have your voice directly heard in
the decision making process of this Association.
If you are interested in serving on the Board, please
contact immediate past President Tim Roethler at Troethler@oldwarson.com and have your name entered on the ballot
for the November Annual Meeting election. n

THE BEST WAY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
IS TO GET INVOLVED.

LET THE
FOOTBALL
GAMES BEGIN!
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Kick’s Korner
Submitted By – Rob Kick, Algonquin Golf Club

S

ummer in St. Louis can be
difficult to deal with for those
of us who’s livelihoods are impacted so intensely by the weather.
Even a summer as good as this one
can prove challenging. Maybe the
weather was a little gentler on us
this year. Of course great weather
only lends itself to more rounds,
and in turn more wear and tear
on our turf. I think we’ve earned
a good summer and hopefully
everyone enjoyed the fruits of
a somewhat graceful summer.
Unfortunately, not everyone
has been as lucky as we have. I’ve
been somewhat glued to my TV the
past month watching as parts of
Texas, Mexico, Florida and many
other areas of the world have been
ravaged by hurricanes and earthquakes. I feel sorry for those who
have put so much time and effort
into their respective golf courses
only to watch it wash away in an
instant. More importantly though,
lives have been lost, homes have
been wrecked, and many will have
to start from scratch as they begin
to put back the pieces of their lives.
These moments can focus
the lens on what really matters to
us. We all work hard to keep the
turf looking great and the greens
rolling quickly but at the end of
the day it’s just grass. Sometimes
when the heat and humidity are
soaring or a tragedy strikes we often forget to remember the things
that are really important!

So with another summer in the books, and hopefully the worst of hurricane season
behind those impacted in the south, I’m reminded of “A Lesson on Life” as relayed to a room full of
college students’ years ago by my philosophy professor.
The teacher cleared off his desk and placed on top of it a few items. One of the items was an
empty mason jar. He proceeded to fill the jar with golf balls until he could fit no more. He looked at
the classroom and asked his students if they agree that the jar is full. Every student agreed that the
jar was indeed full
The teacher then picked up a box of small pebbles and poured them into the jar with golf balls.
The pebbles filled all of the openings in between the golf balls. He asked the students if the jar was
full. Once again, they agreed
Now the teacher picked up a bag of sand and poured it into the mason jar. The sand filled in all
of the empty space left between the golf balls and pebbles. He asked the class again if the jar was
full. Again the students agreed it was technically full
Finally, my teacher pulled out two beers from under his desk and poured both of them into the
jar filling the empty space between the sand. Now the students began to laugh wondering how far
this was going
The teacher waited until the laughter stopped. “I want you to recognize that the jar represents
your life”, he stated. “The golf balls represent the important things. Your family, children, health,
friends and passions. If everything else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full.
The pebbles represent the other things in life that matter, such as your job, house and car. The
sand…that is everything else. The small stuff. If you put the sand in first, there is no room for the
pebbles or golf balls
The same goes for life. If you spend all of your time and energy on the small stuff, you will never
have room for the things that are most important. Pay attention to the important things in your life
Enjoy time with family. Go to dinner with your spouse. Play games with your kids. There will
ALWAYS be time to clean the house or take yourself shopping. Take care of the golf balls first…
the things that REALLY matter. The rest is just sand. Class dismissed.
Before the students left, one shouted out. “You never mentioned what the beer represents!
The professor smiled and said, “Well… I’m glad you asked. The beer just shows you that no
matter how full your life may seem, there’s always room to have a beer with a friend.”
I hope you all had a great
summer! If you, or those you
know were impacted by the
storms I wish them all the
best! And finally, when you’ve
finished for the day and the
important things are cared
for, I hope you all enjoy a beer
with friends. Cheers guys!!

We have 2 locations:
8605 Manchester Road
Brentwood, MO 63144
314-961-5700

14270 State Hwy 21
DeSoto, MO 63020
636-337-0000

Lawn Care Equipment Company has been family owned and operated for 35 years.
We are St. Louis’ premier dealership for outdoor power equipment.
www.lawncareequipmentco.com and follow us on facebook@lawncareequipment
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President’s Message

Twenty-Five or So Questions / Carlos Arraya

(continued from page two)

(continued from page six)

it easier to plan and successfully operate events. The planning
of events with a budget becomes easier and we can plan and
schedule further into the future. By the time this article comes
out the 2018 Calendar will be complete. That is good for our
vendors, the life blood of the organization, as they are the biggest supporters of a majority of our events. Our membership is
solid and growing. The web site is fantastic, and we constantly
strive to keep it relevant and improve it. The crown jewel of the
MVGCSA is the Shop Tour. The Shop Tour keeps getting better
and better. I don’t know whose idea it was, but it is getting
copied by chapters all over the country. The educational aspect
of it and the fellowship of it make it worth the price of your
dues alone.
Yes the MVGCSA is in a really solid place right now, but it
cannot stay there or continue to improve without your support and participation. You do not have to run for the Board to
actively participate and support the MVGCSA. I would like to
see you decide to get on the Board. I think it is good for both
you and the organization, but more importantly attend several
events a year. Attendance is what makes you a professional,
makes you a part of something bigger. The fellowship at these
events is where ideas come forth and get bounced around, both
agronomical and organizationally. The bigger the attendance,
the better, and the bigger the ideas are.
Being your President and serving on the Board has been a
pleasure. I hope I have done well for you, and have been worthy
of the position. I will still serve for two more years as Past
President. My continued goal will be to try to improve attendance and participation. We will have new directors coming on
board with new ideas, always
a good thing. New ideas for
events, such as the Associates
Appreciation Bowling Night in
August, a fabulous event with
over seventy people in attendance, including many wives,
will only help this organization grow. We have done so many
good things with this organization, but yet have so far to go.

17. Favorite job on the golf
course?

FELLAS, IT HAS BEEN AN HONOR.
Sincerely,
Mike Null

Anything relating to product applications. Enjoy the calibration,
strategy and timing of the work.

18. Last book you read?
Man, I read every night. The ONE
Thing authored by Gary Keller.
The most impactful book that is
an easy read this summer was
Twelve Pillars.

19. Least Favorite Job on the
golf course?
Get back to me, haven’t found
one yet.

20. Any point in your career
when you have said, “I can’t
believe I do this for a living?”
Everyday.

21. What are you most passionate about outside the golf
course?
My faith in developing people.

22. Favorite Pandora Station?
LOL, Romeo Santos. That’s my
Puerto Rican roots.

23. Favorite Restaurant in
St. Louis?
Southern Chicken.

24. Dream foursome?
My son, daughter and wife playing
at St. Andrews.

25. If you were not a Golf Course Superintendent what
would you be doing?
Life Coach.

26. First thing you do in the morning?
Pray, and then check the weather…. HA, I’m in St. Louis.

27. What is the first thing you will do when the PGA
Championship ends next year?
Thank my wife for the sacrifice, Assistants, teams and
volunteers for their commitment.

28. Ford or Chevy?
Currently Ford. Stay Tuned. n
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Dr. Miller’s Musings
(continued from page ten)

I am fortunate that Brad took me under his wing when I first
arrived here, and blessed to have him as a mentor, colleague,
and friend.

CURRENT RESEARCH BY MU TURFPATH
I’ll have several things spilling from my mouth that you may
look forward to as the winter conference season rolls quickly
toward us. John Koehler, my former M.S. student, just defended and is tidying up his thesis for publication. His research
investigated the impact of nitrogen fertility on large patch, and
found very little impact on disease severity. If anything, the
plant was able to recover more quickly from the disease with
spring nitrogen applications made at two-inch 65 soil temperatures averaged over five days.
My current M.S. student Kyle Robertson presented about
fungicide resistance at field day, and is assessing the impact of
small fungicide doses on the production of secondary metabolites (or toxins) of the dollar spot pathogen. The premise behind this research is to answer the question “Does dollar spot
(and presumably other diseases) bounce back more severely
after a fungicide application?”.

Last, I have a new M.S. student,
Clayton Rushford, who is investigating the origin, or point source,
for inoculum that causes nasty
Pythium root rot on our bentgrass
putting greens. As a basic tenet
of plant disease management, if
we can find the source, we may be able to mitigate its entry
and avoid the problem all together. More to come on this very
interesting project and potential implications for management.
One of our side projects, has been a broad nematicide trial
with the three new products, and I’ll be discussing it this conference season as well. The first event I encourage you
to mark on your calendar is November 29th, the Missouri
Green Industry Conference (more details forthcoming at
http://mogic.org). Also of course, the MVGCSA Shop Tour
on December 4th at Boone Valley Golf Club. Thankfully
I will not be on the other side of the state this year, and
will be able to attend, participate, and enjoy. On that note,
enjoy the cool mornings of Fall and the sweet smell of
flying cores. n

924 Waggoner Ave.
Jerseyville, Illinois 62052

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday, October 2nd
The Missouri Cup
Lodge of the Four Seasons
www.mvgcsa.com
Monday, October 16th
The Green Cup
Algonquin Golf Club
Host – Rob Kick
www.mvgcsa.com
Wednesday, November 8th
MVGCSA Annual Meeting
Forest Park Golf Course
Host – Chad Carpenter
www.mvgcsa.com
Monday, December 4th
Shop Tour
Boone Valley Golf Club
Host – Rick Hynson
www.mvgcsa.com

