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Of Dirt and Dessication
Submitted By – Dr. Lee Miller, University of Missouri

(continued on page six)

All hands were on deck to help the 

MU athletics ground crew prepare 

the field for the SEC women’s  

softball tournament. 
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(continued on page twenty-two)

In my last President’s Message I brought 
up The Affiliates Sponsorship Program 
(ASP). Again, thanks to all the affiliates 
that are participating in this program. 
Mississippi Valley is prospering and our 
future looks bright. Consistent support 
from all of our affiliates is the only way 
we can continue to put on events and 
move down the road in the right direc-
tion, Kudos to all. 
 Our opening golf event was held 

at Westwood Country Club. Thank you 

Westwood, Cory Witzman and his staff for 

opening their doors and letting us enjoy a 

day of golf. Also, thank God the rain held off 

while we played an Augusta like overseeded 

bermuda. Many people from our member-

ship mentioned to me that they have never 

played there before or haven’t played it in  

a long time. It is always good to see some of 

the golf course gems in our city. 

 Sometimes we have to limit the players 

in our events to keep in line with the rules 

of the facility, and this event did book up 

fast. Make sure in the future you get your 

team in early so you don’t get left out of the 

fun. The last thing we want from the Board 

is to tell anybody they can’t come and play 

because there are no spots left. More events 

are coming this season at  The Quarry G.C., 

Forest Hills C.C. and Glen Echo C.C., so come 

out and enjoy the time with our comrades. 

Jim Buford is working on an event at Tower 

Tee in late June. We should all get out and 

play it before they close their doors for good 

in early July. Updates will be coming soon. 

Let’s all try to be active attending events and 

developing those relationships that keep us 

going. They are important for your sanity, 

your health and your survival.  

 Went on a little trip this year to Augusta 

National and enjoyed every minute of it with 

my brother and some of the Supers in town. 

Always enjoy seeing the course and jealous of 

how much money they have to make every-

thing perfect. Seen some of the big boys up 

close and witnessed history on Thursday. 

The spring has started and our jobs start ramping up. 

I put on my usual winter 15. I guess I need to start  

working and sweat a little and get back to my standard  

150 pounds. Being fat, dumb and stupid is no way to go  

through life (Animal House). I keep talking to people  

and all they could say last month is, “I’m tired of winter 

and can’t wait for summer to arrive.” Well, apparently  

they don’t understand my way of thinking; bring back winter and everything  

that goes with it. There is no better job than being a Superintendent from  

November to March. Love playing cards, ping pong or any of the things around 

the shop that keep us busy in the winter. If you don’t feel real good in the morn-

ing, no big deal…sleep in a couple of more hours. Leave at noon to meet up 

with buddies for a couple of cold ones. As a Superintendent I have always said 

that we are overpaid for 6 months and underpaid for 6 months. But it’s time 

to get going spraying, fixing heads, mowing, fertilizing and the 10 projects the 

owner wants done by the end of the week. As is the life of a Superintendent.
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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S

Years ago I would have told you that putting together 
these issues of the Gateway Green took decades off 

my life. This was back in the day when the Gateway Green 
staff was full of ghost writers named Jill Scott, Dave 
Klinkhammer and Tim Roethler. Those precious years were 
peeled away because those ghost writers were actually 
me. The last several issues, this publication has gotten its 
stroke. Here we are Spring 2018….a little sluggish out of 
the gate, very similar to our buddies Fowler and Carpenter, but this battle axe has arrived 
with almost a full starting 9 making contributions. Kudos to the management staff of the 
Double G…they have effectively hired the right people to streamline this dumpster fire.

Anywho…. I guess I could write about the 
weather but that has already been eloquently 
covered by Dr. Miller. Lee’s contribution this 
issue has Grounds Committee Meeting writ-
ten all over it. Doc covers our arid Fall, cold 
temps, fickle warm season turf and confused 
putting surfaces. Words carry panache when 
written by the good doctor. Nice work Lee, 
your contributions are appreciated and your 
monthly updates are impactful.  
 I guess I could write about movie quotes 
or guys I would like to drink beer with but 
that has been blanketed by my friend and our 
President, Rod Shaft. Sleeper pick of this is-
sue. Don’t let the aww shucks attitude of Rod 
fool you. He is on point and insightful about 
your profession, the energy of this associa-
tion and finding that work/life balance. Great 
article Rob….when you let people in a little 
bit your words carry weight. Thanks for not 
dictating this article into your phone…much 
easier to edit. 
 I could write about how important it 
is that Mizzou continues to be involved in 
research studies that impact our industry. Dr. 
Xiong has that bullet point covered though 
with her explanation of hunting billbug 
research that is happening at South Farm. 
Great article Xi and thank you for relaying 
relevant research information through your (continued on page twenty twenty-six)

writing and speaking at MVGCSA events.  
 I could write about how important it is 
to see Assistant Superintendents get involved 
with our Association but once again Kolby 
Armbruster has that on lock down. Kolby has 
penned an excellent summary of his experi-
ence working on the grounds crew for the 
Phoenix Open earlier this year. Kolby just 
does things right…on time, well thought out, 
precise and accurate. I have said this before; 
stock tip is to bet on Kolby’s career in this 
business.  
 I could write about how Chris Rapp and 
Don Humphrey are two gamers who abso-
lutely sweat energy and positivity. I occasion-
ally get to pop in and see Chris at work and  
I get a charge out of just talking tohim.  
I figure a guy who can take a life lesson from 
bird shit is a right thinking kind of guy.  
Appreciate the article Chris, please keep up 
the good work and keep ‘em clean, sharp and 
slick come August. The former Mayor of Ruth 
Park Golf Course ages like fine wine. Thanks 
Don for continuing to contribute and very 
nice to see you enabling our younger mem-
bers like Carter DeMay.  
 I could write about how Rob Kick appears 
to be on the payroll of the Gateway Green, 
Algonquin and the St. Louis City Chamber

T E A M

G

A

T

E

W

A

Y

 

G

R

E

E

N

T E A M

G

A

T

E

W

A

Y

 

G

R

E

E

N





Page Six THE GATEWAY GREEN Spring 2018

Of Dirt and Dessication 
(continued from page one ) 

While holding a hose to water 
the infield “skin”, I’m re-

minded of one probable reason  
for bentgrass troubles this spring 
on several courses in the area… 
dessication. The recipe most likely began brewing last year, 
(perhaps dry hop would be a more apt phrase). Recall we 
couldn’t figure out when to blow out the irrigation system,  
and in many cases had to recharge and irrigate due to an 
abnormally dry and warm November and December (1-2 inches 
below average precip and 1-2 degrees above average temps). 
The drought lasted from September 2017 until February 2018, 
when rain came in buckets at the end of the month to set a 
monthly record. March continued wet and cool, and April was 
the second coldest on record only trailing 1907 (remember 
that year)?  
 Saturated rootzones in early spring that are also either 
cool or freezing are not conducive for root growth. I also 
surmise that in some instances attrition of new roots occurred 
when the freeze/thaw cycle from wild temperature swings in 
March and April severely stunted or killed new roots. All of this 
combined with root loss due to earlier winter dessication, and 
now early May temperatures have catapulted into summer-like 
conditions… not a recipe for success.  
 We are not alone. Several university extension personnel 
in the transition zone are also reporting severe instances  
of winter injury on both cool and warm-season turfgrasses  
(see the Twitter accounts of @JordanCBooth from Virginia 
Tech and @UTTurfWeeds from Tennessee – Dr. Jim Brosnan). 
The same definitely holds true here, as the diagnostic lab has 
been inundated in the last few weeks with creeping bentgrass 
and zoysia that didn’t make it through the travails of the last 
few months (jury is still out on bermudagrass which is just 
now greening up). Not surprisingly, shaded and heavily  
trafficked areas, young stands and northern slopes incurred 
much of winter’s wrath.   
 The common theme is bentgrass roots just aren’t pushing 
down like they should be in spring. Spring should have roots 
growing like long white worms venturing towards earth’s core 
before regressing to the surface when summer’s fury strikes. 
In some cases, Pythium root rot is at play presumably from 
infections starting in February and March. In some cases 

nematodes are also adding into the 
equation (see recent disease update 
at www.turfpath.missouri.edu for 
more info). In all cases, however, the 
weather has gone terribly wrong, 

and the story is the same for any plant forced to sustain and 
live through it. Not coincidentally, the MU plant diagnostic 
lab has also had a large number of evergreen landscape plants 
afflicted with winter injury. 
 What could have been done to avoid this situation? Most 
likely nothing. The timing and intensity of these winter/spring 
weather events are quite unusual when placed in succession. 
Mowing a little higher prior to sustained freezing temperatures 
and reducing traffic and shade may have helped a little in the 
early winter months or this past April, but the overall effect 
would’ve probably been minimal. Late fall wetting agent appli-
cations have been show in some instances to aid bermudagrass 
winter tolerance, but it’s unknown if this applies to bentgrass 
and in which conditions these applications would be beneficial. 

In the now, this leaves recovery, and some suggestions follow.

q  Use a soil profiler to assess root depth and health in both 
healthy and affected areas. Check for localized dry spot  
by placing water droplets on the soil core and assessing 
infiltration.

q  Fertilize to see what plants are left and may regrow into  
bare areas. Still spoonfeed green, but give a small bump  
(i.e. ~0.15 lb N/1000 sq ft) to encourage some regrowth.

q  Curtail PGR applications on affected areas for a few 
weeks. 

q  Send a sample into a plant diagnostic lab, and assess  
nematode activity on a good area and the damaged area. 

q  Control soilborne diseases that may be taking advantage  
of predisposed roots.

q  Make plans for renovation via sod (the safest bet) or seed 
on larger areas that never greened up or were lost at some 
point this spring. Seeding of bentgrass may be attempted now, 
but expect a high loss rate since summer stress and disease 
is much more severe on seedlings.   n
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Carlos Arraya 
A Few Questions 
Questions Submitted By – Paul Hurst

When you feel overwhelmed or stressed and 
have lost your focus. What do you do to get 
back on point? 

“It’s more fatigue than stress… I usually take 
a few days off to reboot…shut off the phone 
and spend some time with people I enjoy.” 

In the last five years what belief, behavior  
or habit has most changed or improved  
your life? 

“Faith, very simple…I have become much 
more grounded in faith over the last few 
years.”

Give me an unusual habit or fact about  
yourself? 

“Laughter, I will go to the gym no matter 
what. Any time or any place I will go.”

What are bad recommendations you hear in 
our profession? 

“Good question, not so sure and may have to 
come back to that one. Short term answer, 
I think we seek way too much information, 
too many inputs. Maybe we should just trust 
our gut; Google can run you down too many 
rabbit holes.” 

Obviously your time is incredibly 
valuable as Bellerive prepares for 
August, have you become better 
at saying no? 

“Oh yeah, I got better at saying 
no early in my career…find a 
way to politely say no but state 
the reason or cause.”

What do you spend a silly amount of money 
on?  
“Food, my wife and I like to find a nice 
restaurant and go out to eat…paying for that 
experience is worth it to me.”

If you could create a 5 class curriculum for  

Turfgrass Management how would it look? 

“Psychology, English composition, communi-
cations, turf management and business.”

Best parenting tip you could give?  

“Value every second, we get frustrated and 
take for granted the time…we don’t think 
about that time ever going away.”

Best relationship tip you could give? 

“Pause and listen more….say less and really 
get to know someone…don’t judge, and take 
the time to learn about a person.”

If you could work only four hours a day, what 
tasks would you eliminate? 

“Computer, eliminate the computer and the 
amount of time communications require. 
Checking accuracy and consistent messages 
takes time. Over-communication seems to  
be the new norm.”   n

Tim Ferris is an American  
author, entrepreneur and  
public speaker. He has two 
books that I have enjoyed 
called Tools of Titans and 
Tribe of Mentors. These  
books are a series of ques-
tions that Tim asks to 
successful business owners, 
entrepreneurs, athletes  
and people that have been  
impactful in their life or 
careers. The questions are 
personal and they try to shed 
light on what makes the 
person tick and what habits 
successful people may  
share. In light of the 100th 
PGA coming to St. Louis  
and Bellerive this August,  
I thought it would be inter-
esting to get to know Super 
Carlos Arraya as he and his 
staff prepare for the PGA 
Championship. We sat down 
a few weeks back and I tried 
some of my own  
Tim Ferris like  
inquires. Check  
out his answers.

“Pause and listen more…. 
say less and really get to know 
someone…don’t judge; and take 
the time to learn about a person.“

I thought it would be interesting to get to know Super Carlos 
Arraya as he and his staff prepare for the PGA Championship.

— Paul Hurst
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The Barn Swallows are Back
Submitted By – Chris Rapp, Bellerive Country Club 

HOWDY FROM THE SHOP. 

We hope everything is going well at your 
place. I had been pondering what to 

write about this time and it literally almost 
hit me in the head. The barn swallows are 
back and as close to hitting your head as they 
may, they never do, though sometimes the 
poop might. There are many opinions on the 
critter’s worthiness. On one hand they help 
control mosquitos but on the other, they sure 
do make a mess. I read somewhere that those 
little birds eat as many as 1,000 mosquitos per 
day, hence the mess I reckon… “there’s always 
a tradeoff”… That is one of my favorite say-
ings. For everything that happens or that we 
do “there’s always a tradeoff”. Mild Winter… 
warm Spring, balanced budget…unfinished 
projects, fuel economy…high performance, 
just one more beer…hangover, hard work…
satisfaction. Some are desirable, some are not. 
Some are subjective, some are not. You all  
get it (live it). We have tried on numerous  
occasions to dispatch the barn swallows…..
cats, netting, gooey concoctions, bangers 
and pressure washers to name a few. The 

birds always come back. We have been able to 
somewhat manage the nesting sites but never 
have never completely avoided “the tradeoff”. 
The world seems to go its way despite our best 
efforts to change it. So why not wash away  
the mess and get on with the next “tradeoff”.  
A mentor once pointed out “we can control 
inputs, but we must manage outcomes”.

We had another successful Tech’s 
Meeting April 25th.  
There were 25 in attendance. Thanks once 
again to the staff at Norwood Hills for hosting 
us. Martin Rawe and Jeff Lucas had a presenta-
tion on hydraulics. The presentation was very 
informative and reflected years of knowledge 
and experience. Shelia Finney, Senior Director 
of Member Programs with GCSAA, also gave  
a presentation on the education, network-
ing and certification opportunities available 
to Equipment Manager Members. Shelia is a 
former Superintendent and a big advocate for 
Equipment Techs. During her term as Presi-
dent of her local chapter, she travelled to and 
visited with every tech in her organization.  
We dined on Papa Johns and took advantage of 
the remaining time to network and share best 
practices.   n 

On behalf of the group, I would like  
to thank the Mississippi Valley for the 
continued support. We hope everyone 
has a safe and successful season!

T H E  G R I N D

KEEP ‘EM CLEAN,  
KEEP ‘EM SHARP,  

AND KEEP ‘EM SLICK!

THERE’S ALWAYS A TRADEOFF

That is one of my favorite sayings. 
For everything that happens or 
that we do “there’s always a 
tradeoff”. 

Mild Winter… warm Spring, 
balanced budget…unfinished 
projects, fuel economy…high 
performance, just one more 
beer…hangover, hard work…
satisfaction. 

Some are desirable, some  
are not. Some are subjective, 
some are not.
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With the recent development of research projects related 
to billbug, specifically hunting billbugs that damage 

zoysiagrass fairways, the University of Missouri is constructing 
a field plot to hopefully establish our own colony of this pest. 
As a small-size weevil (less than ½ inches when fully grown), 
billbug adults are difficult to detect on turf, especially consid-
ering its nocturnal nature. The most effective way to monitor 
the population is to install pitfall traps, which trap the passing 
billbugs most likely in the evening hours when adults come 
up to the turf surface and become more active. Their legless 
larvae, which are believed to be the main developmental stage 
that causes the most damage to turfgrass plants, feed on the 
turf from inside of the stem when they are small, then eat their 
ways to the underground tissues such as stolons and roots 
when they grow bigger. Compared to adults, billbug larvae 
are even more difficult to find. Collection of the larvae can be 
important for estimating the population’s developmental stage 
as well as its size/density. These biology data are helpful to 
form a pesticide strategy against this pest. The only way to find 
a billbug larva is to dig through the soil and hopefully, recover 
those tiny legless creatures (Fig. 1). 
 Over the past three years, we have been collecting 40 soil 
core samples every week during the entire growing season 
from each of the two local sites with a known billbug popu-
lation. We brought the soil cores back to the lab where we 
spent hours of (my students’) time, carefully broke the soil 
cores apart. In the end, very few larvae were found, too few to 
support our research goals. Unfortunately, we were not alone 
having this bad luck in finding the larvae. As a matter of fact, it 
has been documented by many other researchers that retriev-
ing a billbug larva could be a miss-or-hit endeavor. One reason 
could be due to the fact that larvae can move extensively 
underneath the soil surface to layers beneath 6 inches of the 
soil profile. Another reason could be associated with our soil 
texture. With ~20% clay, it could be literally difficult to break 
the soil aggregates to fine particles without missing or acci-
dentally smashing the tiny larvae sometimes like a rice grain 
in size.
 Subsequently, this year we decided to designate a field plot 
area of 1100 square feet where we can modify the soil texture, 
and add metal fences driven below the soil layers where larvae 

will penetrate. We hope this approach will establish a field 
nursery for the billbugs. At our Turfgrass Research Facility at 
the University South Farm, we replaced the top 6 inches of 
soil with modified sandy soil which contains 30% sand, and 
after soil settled, we laid the zoysiagrass sod on the plot. Many 
thanks to Mr. Jim Keeven and SelecTurf Inc., who generously 
donated the sod we need that helped us to keep the research 
cost down. Our next step is to collect billbug adults through 
night scouting, and infest them to our field nursery. We hope 
we can establish and confine this billbug population in this 
field, and next year, we would have easy access and a year-
round larvae supply to support our research activities.   n 

A Joint Effort to Raise A “Domestic” Colony  
of Hunting Billbug  
(Sphenophorus venatus)
Submitted By – Dr. Xi Xiong, University of Missouri

Fig 2. Establishing a nursery plot for hunting billbugs. Graduate Research Associates Matt 
Fleetwood (sitting on the tractor) and Michael Patterson (apparently taking pictures; he 
did work though), and Undergraduate Research Assistant Austin Allen (holding sod in the 
lower right corner) worked hard to establish the plot.

Fig 1. A billbug larva recovered from an infested zoysiagrass turf at the University of 
Missouri South Farm 



. . . it is your support that allows this magazine to  
arrive in your mailbox three times a year.

To all the companies that support the Gateway Green . . . 
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A Message from  
Your Director of Operations
Submitted By – Chuck Gast, Director of Operations, MVGCSA 

Well…did everyone enjoy the “2 days” of spring that we had a week or so ago?  
Heard we went from one of the coldest Aprils on record, to record setting highs in May.  

Gotta love the transition zone! Let’s hope the summer is kind.

Chris Sontheimer (C) – 
Creve Coeur GC

Grant Rosenfelder (B) 
– Stonewolf GC

Brian Braun (B) –  
Oak Hills

Scott Simpson (A) – 
Benton CC

Mike Muni (AF) –  
MJM Services

Justen Fogarty (B) – 
Raintree CC

Scott Hovis (H) – MGA

Steven Luebbers (C) – 
Bogey Hills

Bhushan Mandava 
(AF) – Repar Corp

Randy Beussink (AF) - 
Nufarm

Looks like the MVGCSA is off to some record 
setting highs this year as well. With some 

recent new member additions, we are record-
ing our highest member count since I signed 
on in 2015. Liking the trend! If you haven’t 
noticed, check out the welcome new member 
section on the home page of our website. There 
you can keep up with all new MV members 
and their place of business. Plus, try clicking 
on the vendor button at the top of the home 
page. There you will see all Affiliate member 
businesses, their logos and all their individual 
contact information. 
 We may have set another record during 
the 2018 Season Opener! This event at West-
wood CC was a huge success with the sign-up 
sheet max’d at 72, filling up more than a week 
before the event. Corey Witzman, Superin-
tendent, even had to graciously make room 
for a few more than our max, as lot’s of folks 
wanted in on the fun. A big thanks to Corey, 
his Assistant’s Josh Jackman and Ryan Wilkin-
son, and the rest of their very capable staff. The 
course was excellent! Also, a big thanks to our 
Opener sponsors; Bayer and their famous BBQ 
wagon, ATS, Gamma Tree, GreensPro, Keeven 
Sod, MTI, Supreme Turf Products, Turfwerks 
and Syngenta. The success of this Association, 
is due in large part, to the generosity of our Af-
filiates through the Affiliate Sponsor Program. 
Thanks to all!   
 The Assistant members of the MVGCSA 
also had a great turnout at their Opener in 
April, at the Crescent Farms GC. Bob Ide 
had Crescent in great shape and Curt Rohe, 
Executive Director of the MAGA, provided the 

education before the golf matches. Sponsors 
for this event included Erb Turf Equipment 
and Keeven’s Sod. A big thanks to all!    
 If you missed out on either of these first 
two outings of the MVGCSA, please check 
out the calendar of upcoming events at www.
mvgcsa.com and make plans to attend. There 
is a lot more to come in 2018. 
 If you’ve visited our website lately, you’ve 
probably noticed all the improvements that 
were put in place during the winter months. 
Our web manager, Tim Doll, (aka the Dahli 
Lamma of our computer world) has made dra-
matic improvements that we hope make your 
perusing the website an enjoyable and infor-
mative experience. Lamma has stream lined 
search procedures for the user and has put a 
myriad of information right at your fingertips, 
right on the home page. There is even a new 
“posting section” for posting comments and 
“blogging” about what’s going on within our 
industry. There are also 9 sponsors of our web-
site for 2018 with their logo’s displayed right 
at the top of the home page. A simple click on 
one of these logo’s and you will be transported 
directly to the home page of that sponsor 
where you can review their goods and services. 
Let your mouse go wild! 
 While we are talking about sponsors, 
the contributors for ASP 2018 exceeded the 
participation from our initial year of 2017. We 
sincerely thank all Affiliates that help make 
this Association a strong, viable and fiscally 
sound organization. Check out the banner that 
we proudly display at all 2018 MVGCSA events.

(continued on page twenty-four)

NEW MVGCSA 
MEMBERS 

2018
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Jim Buford receives a gift after the opener at Westwood CC from MVGCSA President Rob 
Schaff for Jim’s nearly 30 year tenure serving on the Board of Directors as Treasurer.  

Jerry Keeven, Mike Null, Justen Patterson, Doug Harskamp, Jeff Stickford and Glen 
Keeven get ready for the Opener at Westwood CC

Mike McNeil, Blake Anderson, Matt Finnerty and Khris Rickman on the links during the 
Opener at Westwood CC

Stan Erb, Dave Klinkhammer, Todd Scott and Paul Carlson taking it all in before the 
shotgun start at Westwood CC 

If you missed out on either of these first two outings of 
the MVGCSA, please check out the calendar of upcoming 
events at www.mvgcsa.com and make plans to attend. 

There is a lot more to come in 2018.
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Random Ramblings in the Valley  
Submitted By Don Humphrey, Lake St. Louis Golf Club 

Hey, fellow Turf heads, 
it is time for the spring  
issue of the Gateway 
Green, BUT evidently, 
Mother Nature did not  
get the memo about 
spring. It has been a long 
time since we have seen 
spring temperatures that 
are more suited for late 
January and February.  
Ten days below freezing  
in April will definitely slow 
any turf transition in the 
transition zone. I have 
seen bent grass greens 
that are not growing,  
zoysia that is still dormant, 
and tree’s that have not 
leafed out.

As this 2018 golf season gets going and we 
gear up for yet another summer of fun,  

I just wanted to ramble on about some 
random topics. To start, a quick review of 
the 2018 GIS in San Antonio; Darren Davis, 
CGCS was elected as the GCSAA President and 
Rafael Barajas, CGCS, was elected as GCSAA 
Vice President at the Annual Meeting. Davis 
is a 28 year member of the GCSAA and has 
served on the board since 2012. The board is 
almost half filled with Florida guys, so it was 
nice to see Jeff White, CGCS, and Heart of 
America member elected to the GCSAA Board, 
and Bill Maynard, CGCS, remains on as im-
mediate past-president. Although attendance 
was down from last year’s GIS in Orlando, 
the number of attendee’s was 11,700, but the 
number of seminar seats filled was higher, 
with 5,600 attending the variety of education-
al seminars. I really like the set-up in  
San Antonio with the Convention Center,  
hotels, entertainment district and Riverwalk 
in one area, but, once again the weather was 
less than ideal. It is probably a safe bet for  
better weather at the 2019 GIS when we meet 
in San Diego, hope to see you there.  
  I would like to thank Old Hickory  
Superintendent, Carter DeMay for stepping  
up to take over as the MVGCSA Delegate for 
the 2018 conference and the voting delegate 
at the 2019 annual meeting in San Diego.  
 I have really been excited to see some of the 
younger members of the MVGCSA stepping 
up to join the Board and help to bring some 
new ideas to our association. I would also like 
to send some kudos to the MVGCSA Board for 
keeping the train rolling smoothly down the 
tracks, with thanks to Past President  
Mike Null for his two years as President, to 
current MVGCSA President Rob Schaff, and 
our Executive Director, Chuck Gast. If anyone 
is still reading at this point, I have  

a little more rambling to go. Let me qualify 
the following by saying, I am a big fan of the 
Gateway Green Guru, Mr. Rob Kick, I couldn’t 
let this issue get published without an  
acknowledgement to the winter edition  
of, “The Korner”. Rob’s point on the GCSAA 
and the CGCS designation is spot on and so 
well written that it really is hard not to want 
to try to bring about a change on that issue.  
If you haven’t seen that article I would  
highly recommend you find it on the  
MVGCSA website. So thank you to Mr. Triple 
G for that insight.  
  That is enough rambling for now as  
I hope for good grass growing days for every-
one in the Valley. In homage, let me qualify 
the following by saying, let’s remember,  
we are an association, so don’t be afraid to 
associate. The summers in the Valley can be 
difficult, and we are all fighting the same battle. 
Our membership in the MVGCSA is a great 
asset for anyone that may have turf troubles or 
may need advice on something.   nTHANKS FOR READING

Carter DeMay and Easton
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Recently renovated The Gateway Arch and Museum 
(re-opening July 3rd) make for a pretty incredible 

afternoon. Take a tram to the top of the Arch, check out 
the museum, run by the Old Courthouse and jump on a 
Riverboat for a cruise down the Mississippi, all the while 
learning about the history of the Gateway to the West. I 
have lived in St. Louis my entire life and have only been 
once when I was a little fella, so this tops this year’s 
to do list for me. Over 130 million people have visited 
the Arch since completion in 1965, $4 Budweiser’s too, 
check it out! 
 Another great place to check out especially good 
for the family and thirsty parents is Grant’s Farm. With 
shows daily, events for the kids like feeding baby goats 
and camels and a tram around the property, it’s the 
perfect place to spend the day. Check out the Clydes-
dales while you’re there, and don’t forget The Baurenhof 
where your beers are free, just like admission. If you‘re 
just a little more adventurous, a quick run 2 hours west 
down 70 to Booneville to Warm Springs Ranch, home of 
Budweiser Clydesdale Breeding operations for Anheuser 
Busch is another great spot to view the awesome Clydes-
dales. Oh, and they have beer too! 
 A couple spots to visit in between fungicide applica-
tions are the City Museum and Forest Park. Everybody 
is familiar with Forest Park the country’s largest City 
Park but have you really explored it? Art Museum, His-
tory Museum, Jewel Box, The Zoo, Science Center and 
Planetarium, Boathouse, and The Muny . . . the list goes 
on and on. There’s a fish hatchery, several lakes and two 
golf courses, not to mention the ball fields and ten-
nis center. A must to do once event is the Great Forest 
Park Balloon Race and Balloon Glow. The Balloon glow 
can get pretty crowded but is a must see happening for 
anyone in the St. Louis area. Almost everything has free 
admission, and you guessed it, there are a plethora of 
places to find beer. 

 The City Museum is another unique St. Louis 
experience offering hands on interactive exhibits and ex-
periences for the kids and for the young at heart. Bring 
a flashlight and explore every crevice of the place. Their 
motto is “Always Building” which I think is very in tune 
with our industry and at 15 bucks its money well spent. 
We took our niece and nephew there and the adults had 
as much fun, if not more than the kids. For continued 
continuity, yes…you can get a beer here as well. 
 We all experience the ever increasing expectations 
of players and members and quite frankly ourselves. We 
make decisions daily for the betterment of our respec-
tive properties and staff. We are stewards of the environ-
ment and of a game that is ever changing. We spend 
time wearing many hats during the season, often times 
donning several hats at once. Our lists get longer and 
never shorter and Mother Nature seems to never quite 
cooperate, at least not for long. Take some time this 
season to get away from the course and see some new 
things in the area or some old. It’s important to not get 
too caught up in the daily grind. Soon the days will seem 
to repeat like the never ending summer cycle of Ground-
hog Days and it will be more important than ever to 
grab the family or some friends and get away.  Make sure 
you do!  
  On a final note, the MVGCSA offers a monthly 
reprieve from the workplace. Coming up are several  
opportunities to get together, albeit with industry  
peers and probably on a golf course, but a reprieve  
just the same. Check out the website at mvgcsa.com  
and be sure to check the calendar of events. Sign  
up for one of our monthly opportunities  
and get to know the people that truly  
make our association one of the best in  
the country. I’m pretty sure if you come  
out for an event we can find you a cold  
 one too!   n

Well here we are again at the precipice of yet another St. Louis summer.  
The term “busy” probably doesn’t do justice to everyone’s schedule at the moment and my guess is  

it will get worse before it gets better. So with the grind right around the corner, here are a few things  
to take in this summer here in the Lou that have nothing to do with dragging a hose.

Kick’s Korner
Submitted By –  Rob Kick, Algonquin Golf Club
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Waste Management Phoenix Open 
Submitted By – Kolby Armbruster, Forest Hills Country Club

I n late January I took a brief escape from the stronghold of 
winter and headed out west to the desert for the Waste  

Management Phoenix Open (WMPO). Palm trees, 80 degrees, 
and vibrant green grass, what more could you ask for after  
being frozen in single digit temperatures? 
 The self-proclaimed “Greenest Show on Grass” takes place 
on the Stadium Course at TPC Scottsdale. This tournament is 
well known for its record attendance and party atmosphere as 
one of the first stops during the PGA Tour season. Most notably 
the 16th hole is completely surrounded by grandstands turning 
the 162-yard par 3 into the loudest hole in golf. 
 This was my 4th year I have been a part of the volunteer 
program joining the TPC Agronomy team in preparation of 
the course. 80-degree days and 50-degree nights had the dense 
ryegrass overseed in tip top shape, not a blemish anywhere. 
Attention to detail was everywhere you looked. Sprinkler heads 
and drains edged and painted, mowing patterns burnt in, hand 
raking of the deserts, nothing was overlooked. 
 The volunteer staff consisted of 31 men and women from 
all over the United States as well as from many countries in-
cluding Canada, Australia and Czech Republic just to name  
a few. We hit the course around 4:30 AM in preparation.  
Sunrise does not occur until a little after 7. Much of the course 
was prepped in the dark. Remember those burnt in mowing 
patterns I briefly mentioned? My morning job was mowing 
tees. The stripes were so distinct I didn’t even need lights to 
see what I was doing. Crazy thing was using the light on the 
mower actually made visibility worse!!! Morning assignments 

quickly came to an end and we were free to watch golf or hang 
out in the tent outside the shop which also served as our meet-
ing and dining area. Afternoon assignments usually had us 
heading to the maintenance facility around 2:30 PM for dinner 
and evening course prep. I joined a team of 8 triplexes mow-
ing fairways to finish off my day. Then we loaded up into the 
shuttle van and headed to the hotel. 
 Now let’s talk about the crowds. Sunshine and perfect 
temperatures had fans flowing onto the course all day. The 
16th Hole alone seats 16,000+ fans and is typically jam packed 
within an hour of opening the front gate!!! (Perspective note: a 
STL Blues game averages 18,000 fans) The energy surrounding 
the 16th is enough to send chills down your spine. Saturday 
morning usually starts with the crowd chanting the National 
Anthem, then all attention is turned to the grounds crew. 
Everyone involved from mowing the green, rolling the green, 
data collection, cutting the cup, etc. are all closely watched and 
cheered on. Then it’s time for the golfers, hit the green hear a 
roar, miss the green get booed, this hole has quite the buzz all 
day long. People wait in line for hours, sometimes never even 
able to get a seat. You don’t even have to be in the stadium to 
feel the energy. Outside the grandstands and scattered all over 
the course is 100,000+ spectators. Records were broken again 
this year, Fridays crowd increased 22,000 for a total of 191,400. 
Saturdays massive 216,818 broke last years record. The Waste 
Management Phoenix Open is the 2nd largest attended outdoor 
sporting event. (The Olympics takes #1)

Attention to detail 
was everywhere 
you looked.  
Sprinkler heads  
and drains edged 
and painted,  
mowing patterns 
burnt in, hand  
raking of the  
deserts, nothing 
was overlooked.

(continued on page twenty-two)





Page Twenty-two THE GATEWAY GREEN Spring 2018

 The WMPO has been a wonderful experience to me. The 
networking opportunity is irreplaceable. Getting to see other 
facilities and bringing ideas back home to possibly implement 
has broadened my horizon. Tournament golf is just awesome  
to be a part of. Seeing the professionals, we watch every week-
end on TV playing a course that you had a hand in preparing 
is such a rewarding experience. I cannot wait to see these 
guys again this summer when they come to town for the PGA 
Championship. A major in our hometown? Heck yeah,  
I wouldn’t miss it!!!   n

Waste Management Phoenix Open  
(continued from page twenty) 

President’s Message 
(continued from page two) 

I was sitting in the stands 

on #15 with six other 

Supers and watched Sergio 

Garcia hit it in the water  

5 times (in the interview  

afterword’s he said he’s 

never hit a bad shot).  

Come on man. Oh yes, he 

made 13 on the hole. Was hoping to see David Feherty but 

missed him. He had a short lived career working on a golf 

maintenance crew in Ireland (he left a tractor in neutral; it 

rolled off a cliff). One of my top 5 people to have a beer with. 

And that’s the rest of the story (Paul Harvey). 

 Finally thanks to Chuck for all of his hard work and  

continuing to be the backbone of our organization. Oh,  

I can’t leave out all of the Board members that continuously 

work their butt off and take time away from their jobs to serve 

you and MVGCSA. I know I couldn’t do anything without all 

of their hard work. We will continue to build our organization 

into something we can all be proud of now and into the future. 

Everyone have a great summer and I look forward to seeing all 

of you at our upcoming events. 

God Bless.

Sincerely,

Rob Schaff
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The gang getting ready for the Assistant’s Opener at Crescent Farms.

Curt Rohe provides the Education session at the Assistant’s Opener at Crescent 
Farms.

Jon Strautz, Matt Finnerty, Greg Parkinson and Paul Hurst making birdies and pars at 
Crescent Farms during the Assistant’s Season Opener.

Ryan Hanlen, Kolby Armbruster, Dan Lloyd, Nick Hitler and Ben Murphy having a blast 
at Crescent Farms.

Membership dues invoices have been sent out recently  
through the “snail mail” services. These invoices were sent to 
the preferred address (home or work) that you have checked 
within your personal profile. If you haven’t received your in-
voice by the time you read this, give me a shout and we’ll  
get it figured out.  
 On a final note, please check out the clip within this issue 
explaining the admission policy for the upcoming PGA Cham-
pionship at Bellerive CC this August. All gold card carrying  
GCSAA members and their spouses will be granted daily  
admission into this Championship even if the media has stated 
that it is a sold out event. Just another benefit! 
 Have a great summer and hope to see you at the next 
MVGCSA event!   n

PGA of America (including PGA Championship and  
Senior PGA Championship) 

Class AA, A, A-Retired, Class B, Class B-Retired, C and  
C-Retired, and accompanying spouses

Complimentary grounds admission is extended to all Class 
AA, A, A-Retired, Class B, Class B-Retired, C and C-Retired 
members, and accompanying spouses. Members must 
present a current gold membership card and photo  
identification at the Will Call trailer, located at the main 
admissions gate. Spouses must also present a photo ID. 
Members should park in the public parking area and take 
the complimentary shuttle to the admissions gate.

Juniors (17 and under) will be admitted free of charge  
when accompanied by a ticketed adult. Each adult may 
bring up to two complimentary juniors. Junior tickets may 
be obtained at the main spectator gate, and each junior  
will have the same level of access as the ticketed adult.

A Message from Your Director of Operations  
(continued from page fifteen) 
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of Commerce. Any black eyes incurred by the flawless work of 
the St. Louis Circuit Attorney in the Governor Greitens’ case 
will certainly be neutered by Rob’s article touting our fair city’s 
tourist attractions. Great stuff Rob, I of all people know that 
the struggle is real.  
 Obviously I have nothing to write about because our  
Gateway Green authors have the Valley spectrum covered.  
A few final high five’s…thank you Larry Torno for putting all 
these thoughts and articles into a beautiful issue, thank you 
Mike Carron for your continued work with our advertisers  
and thank you Chuck Gast for your efforts conducting the 
MVGCSA. Fist bump and bro hug.  

Thanks for reading, well done team.

Paul Hurst, Editor

The Ash Tree Two-Step 
By Zach Nicoludis, agronomist, Central Region

Editor’s Notes 
(continued from page four) 

Ash trees continue to be devastated throughout the Central 
Region by the emerald ash borer. Sixteen years ago, this 

insect, native to northeastern Asia, was first identified in the 
U.S. around Detroit, Michigan. Now, it can be found through-
out the Central Region and has spread to other parts of the 
country. For golf facilities that are just becoming acquainted 
with the emerald ash borer, a two-step approach should be 
implemented that focuses on developing an ash tree inventory 
and prioritizing trees for removal. 
 An inventory of every ash tree on a golf course is neces-
sary to determine the potential impact of the emerald ash 
borer. Tree quality, impact on turf health and architectural 
influence should be evaluated so the value of each ash tree to 
the golf course can be rated. A priority for removal can then 
be assigned to each ash tree based on the rating it receives.    
 Proactive removal – beginning with ash trees that re-
ceived a low rating – has been used by some facilities to avoid 
cutting down many dead trees at one time. This approach 
can also help reduce the financial burden of ash tree removal 
should a quarantine be issued that results in increased costs of 
debris disposal. 
  Taking the steps to inventory and prioritize ash trees for 
removal is recommended since it does not appear that the 
spread of the emerald ash borer will slow anytime soon. For 
more information on the emerald ash borer, please visit the 
Emerald Ash Borer Information Network.   n

If ash trees fail 
to produce a full 
canopy of leaves 
this spring, they 
may be stressed 
by emerald ash 
borers.





C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

924 Waggoner Ave.
Jerseyville, Illinois 62052

Monday, June 4th
2018 MVGCSA Dues Deadline

Tuesday, June 12th 
Spring Classic 2018
The Quarry Golf Club at Crystal Springs 
Host – Khris Rickman
www.mvgcsa.com

Wednesday August 12th
Summer 2018 Co-Ed Bowling @ Saratoga Lanes
Host – MVGCSA
www.mvgcsa.com

Monday September 17th 
Green Cup @ Forest Hills Country Club
Host – Scott Reynolds
www.mvgcsa.com


