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Editor’s Notes
Submitted By – Paul Hurst

NOT
GONNA 

LIE...

NOT
GONNA 

LIE...

MVGCSA President Rod Shaft often prefaces  
a comment by saying, “Not gonna lie.” Several 
years back I heard him use that phrase in context 
and since then I have stolen it for my own vernacu-
lar. I like it, most of the time funny but really warns 
anyone listening that you may state something  
suspect, witty, obvious, sarcastic, etc. It feels like  
a lifetime since the last issue of the Gateway Green 
and in turf years, much like dog years, a man can 
age quickly. For this issue, before I thank our all-star 
team of writers, I thought I might review the last 
four months and title the article….
(continued on page 4)
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The GCSAA didn’t do anything with our 
association for the PGA so we piggy backed 
on John Deere and shared a tent on hole 
#10 with our banners and some free beer.  
Sunday evening before the tournament John 
Deere and MVGCSA donated some money 
toward food for all the volunteers and wel-
comed them to the PGA and St. Louis. I did 
not make it out to Bellerive for the PGA, but 
I did send my assistants out to help with the 
crew, and they said it was a great experience. 
Congrats to everyone helping Carlos and his 
staff, I know they appreciated everything. 
Watching it on T.V. I thought everything 
looked great and holy cow, how many people 
can they put on that property? It was just a 
sea of people around the greens and up and 
down the fairways. This was great for pump-
ing some money into our local economy, and 
putting us on the world stage. That does not 
happen very often when it comes to golf in 
this town. 

 Thanks to all the Board members for their 
hard work solving problems and continuing to 
serve our membership. We have several more 
events coming up in our future. Take a look  
at our website and check them out. I haven’t 
made all the events this year but not because 
I didn’t try. It always seemed like I had some-
thing come up or had to stay at work for 
whatever reason. We understand if you can’t 
make every event but give it a good effort. All 
the people in our organization are great and 
are a joy to be around. I’m actually serious 
about that! 
  Thanks to everyone who supports the 
MVGCSA and to all of our members who are 
committed to our great organization. I will be 
talking with you in the future and hope to see 
you at our upcoming events. Live life and love.  

Thanks,

Robert Schaff, President

Well, the summer is almost behind us again and 

thank goodness for that. It was a hell of a  

summer: from the coldest April in history, to the warm-

est May in history. I might be going a little over the  

top but I know it wasn’t good for anybody’s root  

system. I will be contacting all my salesmen to find 

me a better product to control crabgrass in my collars 

because this is the worst year I’ve seen in 20 years. I, along with many other 

people, had many dings in my greens and collars although they are healing up 

slowly but surely. Never seems to be a dull moment when it comes to growing 

grass in the Valley and always seems that when you’ve figured it out something 

happens that makes you scratch your head and wonder what the heck?  

Everybody keep their head up and power into the fall.
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  . . . the weed pressure that I have witnessed  
  this year is nothing like I have ever seen since 
I started raking bunkers at The A.L. Gustin Golf Course almost 
30 years ago. Goosegrass pressure on greens was unprecedented. 
Who would have thought that goosegrass on greens would 
prompt post emergent herbicide applications @ 7.4 milliliters of 
product per acre? For those doing the math, 7.4 milliliters is a  
¼ ounce or 1.5 teaspoons or ½ a tablespoon evenly sprayed over 
an acre, wow. Ugly rows of crabgrass clippings that refuse to 
decompose were a common sight. Is there anything worse than 
day old crabgrass clippings? Nutsedge Hills, Nutsedge Links, 
Nutsedge Country Club, Nutsedge National, Nutsedge Golf and 
Raquet Club, Nutsedge Valley, Nutsedge Straits, Nutsedge Village, 
The Old Course at St. Nutsedge, Nutsedge Creek, The Nutsedge 
Jones Golf Trail, Nutsedge Dunes….you get the picture. I know 
dollar spot, nematodes and pythium root rot are issues, but Nut-
sedge is getting into the cholera, scurvy, leprosy, bubonic plague,  
Legionnaires Disease and dysentery category. As if goose,  
kyllinga, nutsedge, crab and spruge are not enough, Xi Xiong  
has penned an article discussing a new weed called Windmill-
grass that apparently is outcompeting crabgrass on the western 
side of the state. Good times.

  . . . besides the average live music performed at  
  the Sunday Volunteer Kick Off Party, the 100th 
PGA Championship was nailed like a split hog. Carlos, Jared, 
Nick, C Rapp, Bellerive Staff and volunteers…fist bump, high five 
and bro hug. You all represented St. Louis golf with professional-
ism, class and resiliency. Weak sauce by Golf Digest, weak sauce 
bro. You all witnessed it, either on TV or on the grounds; it 
could not have been a better week with the weather, attendance 
and the leaderboard. No different than B Koepka’s girlfriend, we 
all walked away a little star struck by Eldrick. Pat Perez’s hi-top 
golf shoes, Daly smoking a dart in between shots, my Sugarfire 
Brisket Sandwich and Eldrick’s armed entourage including the 
Governor and Michael Phelps are some lasting memories I will 
have of the PGA Championship.

(continued on page twenty)

Editor’s Notes 
(continued from page one) 

Carlos, Jared, Nick, C Rapp, Bellerive Staff and 
volunteers…fist bump, high five and bro hug.  
You all represented St. Louis golf with  
professionalism, class and resiliency.
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Accentuate the Positive
Submitted By – Chris Rapp, Bellerive Country Club 

HOWDY FROM THE SHOP. 

This is where I normally comment on the weather but I’ve 
got nothing. Maybe this is as close to normal, if there is 

such a thing, as it gets. I was struggling for a topic for this 
column as usual. I guess it’s not so much of a struggle as it is 
“when is it gonna hit me?” and “am I going to know when it 
does?” kind of thing. 

I had a couple of much needed days off and was driving with 
family to visit other family members, and then it happened. 
We were travelling through row crop country in western  
Missouri, home to some of my family’s farm. We were passing  
a rather impressive bean field…tall… lots of pods. 

It was easily eighty to one hundred weed-less acres, save  
for two or three lonely water hemp plants. One of my passen-
gers commented: “look at the weeds”. I thought to myself,  
“a hundred acres of the nicest beans we have seen all day and 
all that’s noticed are those couple weeds”. Somebody worked 
pretty hard to have that field nearly weed free. I had to bite my 
tongue so as not to begin a family squabble. Maybe that’s the 
problem, I thought. Too many people just bite their tongue 
when they hear such negativity. I like to think I am an  
optimistic person and try to do positive things. Is it really 
true? The problem lies in the fact that I was concerned about 
starting a family squabble. 
 Later that weekend, I attended a devotional and the topic 
was positive vs. negative words and actions. The takeaway as 
you might expect, without getting too preachy, was that nega-
tivity spawns ill will and other such negative things. Reflecting 
back on the bean field situation, I am glad I bit my tongue 
because apparently I was concerned that my choice of words 
was going to keep the negative situation negative. Been  
there, done that. Not winning any converts like that. Next  
time I’ll just mention how nice the beans look. I reckon 

by keeping things positive and not making others struggle  
to choose their words would be the correct path. 

After all, if negativity spawns more negativity then certainly 
positivity (hopefully, Mr. Editor, that’s a word) thrives on 
positivity. Remember to look past the weeds.

Back at the shop, a quick thank you to the MVGCSA for your 
help during the PGA Championship. As you all might recall 
there was rain during the event. We found ourselves to have 
a shortage of roller squeegees. (best laid plans…right?) One 
phone call and an hour and a half later we had 22 additional 
squeegees. Amazing…Awesome! The MVGCSA came through 
again…like I’ve seen many times before. The MVGCSA truly 
has each other’s backs. Heckuva Network! Great Chapter! So 
whether you volunteered on the crew or in the shop or helped 
with the meal or were in the band or brought equipment or are 
just a member, you were all over this thing. Thanks again! 

We are starting to make plans for our next equipment  
technicians meeting. We will gather Monday November 5th at 
Franklin County CC in Washington, MO. More details to come. 

Speaking of great chapters and equipment techs, have you 
signed yours up for the new Equipment Technician classifica-
tion? We’re talking Heckuva Heckuva Network!

We hope everyone’s fall aerification, seeding, and whatever  
else you’ve got going on goes well.   n 

T H E  G R I N D

KEEP ‘EM CLEAN,  
KEEP ‘EM SHARP,  

AND KEEP ‘EM SLICK!
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In the past few years, we have increasingly encountered  
a weed species, named windmillgrass (Chloris verticillata 

Nutt.), which is invading our turfgrass areas in different parts 
of Missouri (Fig. 1). As a perennial, warm-season bunch- 
grass that was typically 
considered as a trouble-
some weed in no-till agri-
cultural land in Southern 
states, windmillgrass has 
apparently made its way 
to Missouri’s turf where it 
has successfully outcom-
peted with our turf species 
and some of the traditional 
warm-season weeds such 
as crabgrass (Digitaria 
spp.). 
 As the name indicates, 
windmillgrass produces 
seedheads that resemble 
windmills with 7 to 10 
slender spikes ranging 2 to 
6 inches in 1 to 3 whorls. 
(Fig. 2). When disturbed, such as by a gust of wind, mature 
windmillgrass seedheads can be easily snapped at the base of 
the stem allowing seedheads to blown across the landscape. 
Spread naturely by wind is believed to be the main mechanism 
for its dispersal. When first emerging in spring, windmillgrass 
can go undetected until the summer months, when the plants 
start to produce seedheads. The seedheads stick out of the 
canopy and turn tan when the fall comes, typically starting 
in late August in the Columbia area. This is likely when their 
presence is first noticed. In the Columbia area, windmillgrass 
presence on various turf areas has increased exponentially in 
the past few years. It is possible that our practice to control 
crabgrass with preemergence herbicides have benefited  
windmillgrass in their competition.
 Currently, the only postemergence herbicide in the turf 
market that includes windmillgrass control on the label is 
mesotrione (Tenacity®). It is unclear if topramezone (Pylex®), 
another 4-hydroxyphenyl pyruvate dioxygenase (HPPD) inhibi-
tor in our turf market, is effective on windmillgrass.  

Application of Tenacity is 
also often recommended to 
include triclopyr (Turflon 
Ester®), a synthetic auxin, 
to enhance herbicide effica-
cy and/or improve its safety 
on turfgrass species. Hence, 
we performed a series of 
greenhouse experiments  
in the past three years 
to evaluate a single ap-
plication of the two HPPD 
inhibitors at label rates, 
alone or in combination 

with Turflon, for control of mature windmillgrass. 
  Repeated experiments were performed to confirm treat-
ment effects. Briefly, our results indicated that when Tenacity 
(8 oz/A) or Pylex (2 oz/A) was applied alone, up to 66% control 
was observed at 4 weeks after treatment application (Fig. 3). 
Tank-  with Turflon, (32 oz/A) either with Tenacity or Pylex, 
achieved complete control of windmillgrass in just 3 weeks 
after treatment application. It was particularly intriguing  
that Turflon alone at the same rate, resulted in 91% control 
at 4 weeks after treatment. It is still puzzling to us, as the 
synthetic auxins do not have mechanisms that target grass 
control, contradictory to what we observed. We have conduct-
ed experiments with other postemergence herbicides for  
their possible effects on windmillgrass control; stay tuned  
for more results.   n 

Winds Blow in a New Weed to Our Turf  
Areas in Missouri and Neighboring States 
Submitted By – Dr. Xi Xiong, University of Missouri

Fig. 1. Windmillgrass invades various turf areas 
next to a sidewalk (top) and in front of a busi-
ness (bottom) in Columbia, Missouri. Note the 
tan colored patches where the seedheads of 
windmillgrass stick out above the turf canopy. 

Fig. 3. Representative images of windmillgrass influenced by treatment applied at 1, 2, 
3 and 4 weeks after treatment (WAT). UC, untreated control; ME, mesotrione (Tenacity); 
TO, topramezone (Pylex); and TR, triclopyr (Turflon Ester) 

Fig. 2. A close look at the seedhead of 
windmillgrass.





Page Ten   THE GATEWAY GREEN Summer 2018

2018 Green Cup 
Forest Hills Country Club

(continued on page twenty-two)

 2018 Champs  Kyle Kingsbury, Mike Daugherty & Tony Arro Stan Erb, Justin Kreid and Dan Randant

 John Briggs, Rich Carlson and Mike Carron Nadine Harskamp and Sherri Klinkhammer 

Kolby Armbruster, Adam Lewis, Jesse Perez, Shawn Prenger, 
Scott Reynolds and Khris Rickman

Fisherman Moriarity





MAKING A POST TO THE WEBSITE. 
Just another benefit of your  

MVGCSA membership!
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A Message from  
Your Director of Operations
Submitted By – Chuck Gast, Director of Operations, MVGCSA 

What a summer! Hope everyone survived with minimal damage and are now on the road to recovery.  
It seems the summer battles get just a little more intense each year but look at it now, the heat is losing its  

grip and great growing weather is heading our way. Take a really deep breath…it’ll do your body good  
and might just make the turf look a little greener!

With a shift in the weather comes a shift 
with the intensity of our MVGCSA event 

calendar for this fall. By the time you receive 
this edition of the GG, we will have completed 
the 2018 Green Cup. At two weeks out as of  
this writing, it is shaping up to be the best ever.         

A pre-emptive shout out of thanks to Scott 
Reynolds, Kolby Armbruster, Jesse Perez and 
the rest of the Staff at Forest Hills CC for their 
hospitality in hosting this year’s major event, 
benefitting scholarships and research grants 
through the MVGCSA.  

There are still a slew of events slated for the 
months ahead. Check out the MO Cup, MV 
Championship, Annual Meeting and the  
Shop Tour all open for review by clicking on  
the calendar of events on our website  
www.mvgcsa.com.

It is with pleasure to report, as of the auto-drop 
deadline of September 1st, we have a total of 
219 on the roster of MVGCSA. This includes 
Class A-56, B-23, C-53, App-4, Aff-50, Edu-8, 
H-13, Ina-2, Ret-4 & ET-6. Thanks to all for 
maintaining your active status with the  
MVGCSA! We are alive and well!

For a couple of quick update notes about our 
website, Tim Doll, our web manager, will be 
making a few more improvements to your web 
experience in the near future. Your website is 
active and constantly being updated throughout 
the year. Check it out. There is a ton of info and 
pictures of past events with just a click of the 
button. Also, please be aware that all members 
have the green light to post requests, questions, 

comments or whatever (within reason guys) 
for all MVGCSA members to review. Recently 
you should’ve received a guide on how to make 
posts on our website. If you didn’t receive this 
info bulletin, just go to our website and click 
on “Making a post to the website” under the 
“Other Posts” section on the home page.  
It’s simple, easy and could be quite informa-
tive. Just another benefit of your MVGCSA 
membership! 

On a final note, please find within this issue, 
our congratulations to the 2018 MVGCSA 
Scholarship recipients for the current scholas-
tic year. We received a total of four (4) applica-
tions this year and the scholarship committee 
found all four quite worthy of a scholarship 
award. Please keep in mind, should your stu-
dent be heading to college in the fall of 2019, 
the MVGCSA scholarship committee will be 
accepting applications January 1 thru June 1, 
2019. All submission criteria can be found on 
our website within the scholarship section. 

Thanks and bring on college football!   n

NEW MVGCSA 
MEMBERS 

SUMMER 2018

Steve Hart (R) –  
Easy Street

Matthew Kromschroeder 
(C) –  
The Club at Old  
 Hawthorne

Mark Toennies (AF) –  
Advanced Turf Solutions

Brian  Burnetti (ET) – 
Algonquin GC

Michael Shriner (B) – 
Paradise Point

Mark Brady (B) –  
Arnold Golf Club

Todd Marquette (IA) – 
Busey Bank

Kyle Stratman (C) –  
Gateway National Golf 
Links

Stephen Sellmeyer (B) – 
Whitmoor CC
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Random Ramblings in the Valley  
Submitted By Don Humphrey, Lake St. Louis Golf Club 

Greetings fellow turf growers, or, whatever else it was 
that I found growing at my course this year. I have been 

informed by the illustrious Editor in Chief, Paul Hurst, that it 
is time to bring forth an article for the late summer edition of 
the Gateway Green. That means trying to come up with some-
thing that could possibly be interesting to write about.
As I write this article, it is September and summer conditions 
are winding down. My wife is a teacher and her summer vaca-
tion has ended and it is time for her to go back to work.  She 
told me that one of the first assignments for the kids is to have 
them write a paper on how they spent their summer vacation. 
BINGO! The lightbulb went on and I got some inspiration and 
it just seemed like a good idea to do some random rambling. 
So just like when I was in about the 4th grade, I will relate 
some of the golf maintenance fun that was the summer of 
2018 in the Valley. 

I guess I should go all the way back to early May when we had 
temperatures in the 90’s to start the fun this year. As I am 
sure everyone is aware, every day in May had above average 
temperatures. Unbelievable! I have to repeat that, every day in 
May had above average temperatures, not 28 days, or 30 days, 
31 days in May had temperatures above average; take that 
turfgrass nut cases. 

June 2018 came in with blazing temperatures, and at that 
point, maybe, just maybe, you might start to question your-
self on exactly WHY did you get into trying to grow bentgrass 
in St. Louis. After looking for some answers and coming up 
empty, I guess it was the per-
sistent illusion of reality, 
and on to July and, yep, you 
guessed it, Hazy, Hot, and 
Humid, just another beautiful 
summer in the golf mainte-
nance business. Alright, for all 
you guys that have been here 
for many years, you get used 
to the fact that every sum-
mer will take many twists and 
turns and somehow, we make 
it to September and we get 

some cool nights and we can put the hoses away till next July, 
or June, or as this year, May. 

No matter how you fight your summer battles, I would always 
recommend reading the Mizzou Turf Report that is put out by 
Dr. Lee Miller. His report is a priceless resource for all of our 
many issues that we battle with each summer, it is a must read 
each month. Moving on, in every summer there has to be just 
a little bit of fun, and this summer had some big league fun. 
In case you hadn’t heard there was this little ol’ tournament 
that came to town and was played at that Monster on Mason in 
Ladue. It was an honor and a pleasure, and also kind of fun to 
be a volunteer at Bellerive for the PGA.  

The week of fun began on Sunday and I got to meet some of 
the guys I would work with for the week. I was on the bunker 
crew and the divot repair detail. Half of the fun was working 
with the other volunteers; I worked with a guy from Austra-
lia and another was from Scotland, and the camaraderie during 
the week was just awesome. My PGA week was much like it was 
for the rest of the St. Louis, it was a blast. Congrats to Carlos 
and his staff for having Bellerive shining like new money.  
That golf course was past awesome, I worked on the back nine 
bunkers and I have never seen bunkers in better condition. 
And I am still trying to find out how Carlos got those Meyer 
zoysia fairways so green, maybe if I ask him real nice he  
might tell me what he was using on them. I would be remiss  
if I didn’t mention the man that makes things go at Bellerive, 
Mr. Chris Rapp; it was great to get to see Chris, he is just a fun 

guy to be around and he does 
such a great job keeping the 
equipment, “clean, sharp  
and slick”.

Alrighty then, it was a pretty 
darn good summer, I got to 
see Tiger, Brooks, DJ, Jordan, 
Justin, Rickey, and John Daly, 
what a hoot. Time for me to 
ramble on; and don’t forget, 
we are an association, so 
let’s associate. Thanks.   n 

THANKS FOR READING
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Today (as I’m writing this) is exactly 4 weeks to the 
day following the 100th PGA Championship at  

Bellerive Country Club, and while I’m sure there have 
been many congratulatory comments made to Carlos 
and his staff I would be remiss if I didn’t state one 
here.  SO...to Carlos, your entire staff, and Bellerive 
congratulations on a fantastic job leading up to and  
during Championship week. Well done!

Necessity would also dictate that I thank St. Louis 
and it’s great fans for coming out in record numbers 
to watch such an exciting event. The atmosphere was 
equal to the scope of the event, and the feel of the week 
echoed the electricity of postseason Cardinal baseball! 
I’m not sure I’ve ever heard broadcasters comment so 
much, nor the players on the fans at a Championship 
golf event save maybe the Ryder Cup...again well done!

I know we’re a month removed from the event but  
I just feel like our entire region, St. Louis in particular, 
was due for some good press. And there was some really 
great press surrounding the Championship however  
a couple items have been sticking in my craw since the 
event and I really need to get them off my chest. Shame 
on you Golf Digest for your email on August 6th titled 
“Conditions of Bellerives greens brought into focus”!  
I read Golf Digest and usually respect their writers and 
thoughts on most golf related topics but this was ridicu-
lous. You guys are supposed to be promoting Golf and 
by extension Golf Course Superintendents. Your email 
and subsequent tweets were out of line, poorly informed 
and not for the good of anything, much less Golf. So  
I implore you to continue to write about instruction 
and the newest clubs and let those more in touch with 
course maintenance write the tough articles.

Seth Jones, writer for Golfdom responded the following 
day, August 7th with a quip in the Golfdom Daily titled 
“Everyone has an opinion when it comes to greens” 
directed point blank at Golf Digest. While he is certainly 
a more informed writer on such topics and obviously 

more eloquent in his recourse than I, he explained  
the situation and respectfully thwarted Golf Digest’s 
comments as false...Nice work Seth, keep up the good 
work and thanks for being on team Superintendent!  
I thought it would have been a nice touch for the  
GCSAA to write a short piece on the subject, but they 
must have been busy hosting a CGCS Dinner that night.

While I’m on the subject of GCSAA, whoa I feel a good 
ole fashioned rant coming on. I know you guys do  
a lot for our association. I know you’re on Capitol Hill 
lobbying for the better of our profession. I know you 
love your CGCS get togethers. I know you host the GIS 
every year. I know you publish a monthly magazine.  
I know, I know, I know you do a lot for the betterment 
of our profession but if you don’t spend time at the local 
level, if you don’t reach out and come talk to us when 
you’re in town, if you don’t keep the things you do in 
perspective as it relates to all of us...then it’s all for 
not. I’m sure you all made it to the PGA Championship 
right? Any chance you guys contacted the local board 
wiliest in the Lou? Did you swing by the Tree where 
our locals met for some hospitality and camaraderie or 
was it too hot to come out of the Century Club? Okay, 
I digress, but seriously gentlemen, I encourage you to 
change the way you view your own grassroots initia-
tives. Get out and meet the locals...grassroots can be 
defined as the most basic level of one’s organization or, 
it can be described as the makeup of your organization. 
I am the GCSAA and so are WE. Continue to move  
forward and be our voice, but do it better in the future!

Guys, I’ll even take it step further. Let me offer a sugges-
tion or two. When you guys are in town for an event, or 
maybe all events, you should have a GCSAA sponsored 
tent where members can congregate. We’re not talking 
about free food and beverage and 80 inch TV’s, just  
a place where card carrying members can meet up. 
PGA had one. If our association wants to carry the same 
weight as the PGA, if we want to be recognized on the

I’m going to begin this edition of Kick’s Korner just how this season did...quickly. So let’s begin shall we?

Kick’s Korner
Submitted By –  Rob Kick, Algonquin Golf Club

MVGCSA

(continued on page twenty-four)
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Our Season in a Bucket 
Submitted By – Kolby Armbruster, Assistant Superintendent, Forest Hills Country Club

Late last year I was perusing Twitter and 
stumbled upon something I found interesting. 

Photos of greenskeepers from all over the world 
pouring their greens clippings into buckets and 
quantifying the yield. Hmmm….data such as  
3 gallons, 2 liters, 28 mL on this green were  
common. The hashtag of #ClipVol had me click-
ing and clicking, reading more and more just as 
if I was on a YouTube kick moving from one video 
to another. What were they measuring? How were 
they measuring? Why are they measuring? What  
is there to learn? As you will quickly learn I had  
so many questions. 

So, this season I dove right in, got a measuring 
bucket, and began to take daily readings with ev-
ery mow. Taking the measurement is very simple 
since all greens mowers have baskets to catch 
the clippings. We dump the clippings periodically 
throughout the morning so why not quantify 
it? Clippings are simply poured in the measur-
ing bucket, tapped firmly on the ground a couple 
times to settle and then measurement is read. 
Measurements have been taken both individu-
ally and in a group of 3-4 greens or whenever the 
baskets are full. 

With 29 putting greens and a mixture of Pushup 
greens vs USGA greens, I have plenty of variables 

and microclimates to work with. Observations  
can be made in multiple areas: effect of rainfall 
events, temperature swings, comparing one 
growth regulator to another, are we under  
regulation or coming out of regulation, effective-
ness and timing of fertilizer applications and 
release, green speeds vs growth rate, and the list 
can go on and on. How about monitoring those 
couple greens we all have that may struggle more 
than the rest in the summer? Is it growing too 
much, not enough, or even at all, maybe it  
doesn’t need to be mowed every day? Recovery 
from stress or infertility can be monitored and 
quantified as well. 

As turf managers we all have an understanding 
of just about every variable within our putting 
surfaces. This is just a simple way to quantify  
and monitor our inputs into these surfaces on  
a daily basis. It can help us understand and justify 
some of the decisions we may face. The data and 
information collected this season from just grass 
in a bucket has been very fascinating to say the 
least. I cannot wait to get an entire years worth  
of data and see what road that information will 
lead me to.

Thanks for reading.  n

Greenskeepers from 
all over the world 
pouring their greens 
clippings into buckets 
and quantifying  
the yield.

Taking the measure-
ment is very simple 
since all greens 
mowers have baskets 
to catch the clippings.

Measurements have 
been taken both  
individually and in  
a group of 3-4 greens 
or whenever the 
baskets are full.

Observations can 
be made in multiple 
areas.

It can help us un-
derstand and justify 
some of the decisions 
we may face.

Clippings from all baskets 
on the triplex poured into 

1 bucket and measured. 

With just a couple firm taps on 
the ground the clippings settle 

out for accurate readings. All 
measurements are taken without 

the cleanup pass included for 
consistent results. 
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Editor’s Notes 
(continued from page four) 

  . . . the Mizzou Turf  
  Research Center at 
South Farm is 100% on point. I was up 
in Columbia a few weeks back attending 
a new product release presentation from 
Syngenta and South Farm was shining. The new office and 
storage space is modestly perfect and the farm was well kept 
with numerous research plots scattered throughout the  
property. You are doing yourself a disservice if you do not  
attend Field Day next summer, so I will be organizing a bus  
to bolster attendance. The MVGCSA should unequivocally  
support this event. Kudos to Dr. Miller, Dr. Xiong, Dan  
Earlywine and the staff at South Farm for representing so well.

  . . . there is a small crisis happening through- 
  out the transition zone finding Golf Course 
Superintendents for 9 hole courses. In my territory there are 
five 9 hole courses that are currently without a Superinten-
dent. Most of the courses are in rural, small town areas but 
some of them are absolute gems. The herd of qualified Supers 
who can maintain equipment, run a small staff and operate 
on a modest budget has become very thin. The work is hard 
and the pay is often not very attractive. I hate to see these golf 
courses atrophy.

  . . . can we stop with the Armageddon, headline 
  grabbing, sensationalist forecasting? It kills 
golf as well as any business that operates outside. Someone 
should create an app that shows the percentage of chance  
that it is not going to rain. This past rain event that came 
up from Mississippi killed golf, outdoor dining, etc. all day 
Thursday and Friday until it finally rained late Friday evening. 
Those are precious hours and precious days where lost revenue 
cannot be recouped.

ANYWHO…despite everyone being incredibly busy we were 
able to land another issue of the Gateway Green in your mail-
box. Our usual slate of writers has returned and we have plenty 
of content for you this issue. Big thanks as always to Mike 
Carron for his work with our advertisers. Thank you as well 
to Larry Torno who organizes the endless amount of emails 
that I send him. Xi Xiong, Kolby Armbruster, Chris Rapp and 
Don Humphrey, thank you for your efforts this month. I know 
that your plates are very full. Finally, I’m not gonna lie, I think 
Kick’s Korner should strike a chord (maybe three and a G-C-D 
progression as well) with the GCSAA. Rob poked the bear, and 
rightfully so.

Be well,

Paul Hurst, Editor
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 . . . I think Kick’s Korner should strike a chord (maybe three and a G-C-D progression as well) 
with the GCSAA. Rob poked the bear, and rightfully so.

Matt Geise, Dan Earlywine, Dr. Lee Miller
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MVGCSA 2018 Scholarship  
Recipients

The MVGCSA Board of Directors and Education Commit-
tee are proud to announce the Turf and Legacy Scholarship 
recipients for the 2018-19 academic school year. 

The Education Committee received four applications this year 
prior to the May 31st deadline and all four applicants were  
successful in receiving a scholarship award.  

In the Turf Scholarship category, two $1,000 scholarships were 
awarded. The recipients were Matthew Ridings, Southeast Mis-
souri State University and Austin Allen, University of Missouri. 

Successful recipients in the Legacy Scholarship category  
were Madison Brown, Illinois State University and Adam Kane, 
University of Alabama. Each of these students received a $500 
award from the Scholarship Committee. 

The scholarship awards were directly submitted to the  
registrar’s office for each student, at their respective college,  
to be applied towards this falls tuition.

Our sincere congratulations to each award recipient and we 
wish them all the best in their pursuit of academic success.   n 

Matthew Ridings, Southeast Missouri  
State University

Madison Brown, Illinois State University Adam Kane, University of Alabama

Austin Allen, University of Missouri

Director of Operations - Chuck Gast

Jeff Sommerer, Paul Carlson, Mark Slaughter
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. . . it is your support that allows this magazine to  
arrive in your mailbox three times a year.

To all the companies that support the Gateway Green . . . 
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Kick’s Korner 
(continued from page sixteen)

movement of our Chapter. We seem to have a voice and  
a direction inclusive of our grassroots. Well done my friend!

I don’t know why I can’t just say something sort of vanilla 
flavored it seems it’s always either really good or awful, hmmm, 
maybe I’m manic or bipolar. I don’t know, the voices in my head 
are great company though.

Okay so, Chuck Gast, real quick you are the man, thank you so 
much for keeping things on track and taking care of everything 
behind the scenes. You can’t be thanked enough and your value  
to each and every member is invaluable.

Finally, to our editor Paul Hurst. I’m so thankful to be a part of 
the Gateway Green publication and that you continue to allow 
me to spew my endless and sometimes thoughtless rants out to 
the masses (all 250ish of them). I hope you can hear the sarcasm! 
It’s great therapy and I have learned some really great vocab over 
the years, like blatherskite. Look it up.

Enjoy the off season fellas, cooler weather is here and I hope 
things slow up enough for you all to enjoy some much needed 
rest and relaxation with family and friends!   n

“It begins at the end” - J.K. Rowling

MVGCSA
               same playing field as the other industry associations  
                we need to start acting like we deserve to play on the  
                 same field. Our local guys met under a tree for good- 
                ness sake, but that’s not really the point. The tree  
             was fine, the point is we made time to provide some  
option for our members to gather. We promoted that, we  
provided that. We took a minute out of our busy self-absorbed 
days and thought, hmmm, wouldn’t it be nice if we could provide 
a place for our members to get together during the Champion-
ship. One step further… it’s a chance for our members...your 
members...to gather at one of the most premier local, scratch 
that. Premier National, nope scratch that too. Premier Global 
events to happen in Golf in quite a while. The fact that you 
guys or some portion of you came in town, and basically didn’t 
acknowledge the opportunity to REACH OUT TO YOUR  
GRASSROOTS is an all-encompassing tragic thought to me.  
You guys missed out! Again, do better in the future.

Final thought for you GCSAA...Just as our bylaws state, (I’m 
paraphrasing here) it’s expected to let the host Superintendent 
know when you’ll be on their course. Let the local chapter know 
when you’re in town. Spend a few minutes on the phone or in 
an email or twitter or text to reach out. We might surprise you. 
Everything we do is about opportunities. GCSAA talks about  
opportunity a lot. You missed one. Don’t do that in the future,  
be acutely aware of yourselves when you should be representing 
me, and we and us. Bad form gentlemen!

Wow, Kick train came off the tracks again there for a minute.  
But someone had to say it. 

Anyway...Dr. Lee Miller.  Thank you! Thank you Lee for every-
thing you do to help our members diagnose issues that come up, 
especially during the summer season. In a year that defined the 
very meaning of our unusual weather pattern you helped keep us 
in the know even as your labs were ever fuller with samples sent 
from the Valley. Your updates are always on point and we thank 
you again for your support. By the way Lee, I think you have  
a very good grasp on this grassroots issue (he types with the  
most sinister grin on his face). Nice work as always and seriously 
thank you!

Our local chapter is growing both in numbers and fiscally.  
I might dare say we’re as strong as ever. The direction the Board 
seems to be moving is extremely positive and the Ship’s captain 
Mr. Rob Shaff doesn’t get enough credit. Rob, you might be one 
of, if not the hardest working guys I know and it shows in the 



David Joe Shields 
Owner - Supreme Turf
June 11, 1962 - June 2, 2018
Rest In Peace Dave







C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

924 Waggoner Ave.
Jerseyville, Illinois 62052

Monday and Tuesday, October 1st and 2nd
Missouri Cup Challenge
Lodge of the Four Seasons
www.mvgcsa.com

Monday, October 15th
MVGCSA Championship
Glen Echo Country Club
Host – Joe Wachter
www.mvgcsa.com

Wednesday, November 7th
MVGCSA Annual Meeting
Probstein Golf Center
www.mvgcsa.com


