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Gateway Green
The

President’s Korner  
Submitted By – Rob Kick, GCS Algonquin Golf Club, 
MVGCSA President

How Bellerive 
Crushed My Soul  
Submitted By – Paul Hurst

My plan for the Green Cup was to sit this 
one out. Truthfully (kinda), I am recovering 

from a back injury suffered this past February so 
there was a legitimate excuse. The event was 
full and my intent was to show up and volunteer. 
Unfortunately, someone backed out and I allowed 
myself, once again, to be lured into the fleeting 
hope of playing well. Let’s be honest; I never 
practice, rarely play and still suffer emotional 
trauma from past rounds. 

Welcome to the first ever hybrid edition 
of the President’s Korner. Just in case 

you weren’t aware, your Valley President, and 
author of Kick’s Korner are one in the same. 
Please excuse the use of the third person 
here, but he’s a little too busy to write two 
articles this month. What you will enjoy 
however is an amazing new frontier in the 
Gateway Green, a combination years in the 
making of periodicals never before witnessed. 
Read on if you dare…

(continued on page four)  (continued on page two)  
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2021-22 MVGCSA Officers

President (2 yr)

Rob Kick
Algonquin Golf Club  
(314) 962-3794

Vice President (2 yr)

Chris Finnerty
Bogey Club/Log Cabin Club
(314) 993-3522

Secretary/Treasurer (2 yr)

John Briggs
Fox Run Golf Club
(636) 938-3416

Past President (2 yr)

Khris Rickman
Crystal Springs Quarry Golf Club  
(314) 344-4448

Director of Operations

Chuck Gast
MVGCSA 
(314) 591-1613 

Directors (2 yr) 

Adam Lewis
Old Warson Country Club  
(314) 568-0575 

Kenny Morgan
Ruth Park Golf Club  
(314) 346-7374

Nick White
Bellerive Country Club 
(913) 638-2568

Directors (1 yr) 

Carter DeMay
Country Club of St. Albans  
(636) 577-4005

Jimmy Bucher
Norwood Hills County Club  
(314) 522-3552

Assistant Liaison 

Austin Allen (1 yr)
Bellerive Country Club 
(314) 723-1457

Nick Hittler (1 yr) 
Meadowbrook Country Club 
(636) 938-4745

Affiliate Liaison  

Drew Keeven (1 yr)
Keeven Brothers Sod Farm 
(636) 544-9706

Eric Bickel (1 yr)
MTI Distributing 
(314) 750-7347

First, to Nick Hittler for hosting 
this year’s Valley Championship 
at Tapawingo National Golf Club, 
WELL DONE! I’ve played Tapawi-
ngo many times over the years and 
I can safely say that the conditions 
you provided for the Champions-
hip were nothing short of AWESO-
ME! Thanks to you and your team 
for such an amazing event and 
perfect course conditions. Secon-
dly, to Nick White, for hosting 
this year’s Green Cup at Bellerive 
Country Club. Simply put, OUTS-
TANDING! Thanks to you and your 
team for providing an amazing 
platform for our Scholarship and 
Research Fundraiser, it truly was a 
great event from start to finish!

Now, as my hands begin to shake 
and I feel the urge that only 
Dr. Jekyll must have felt as he 
morphed into Mr. Hyde, there is 
something brewing in me that 
would only be said normally in the 
Korner. To both Nick’s, Thank you 
for the lesson in humility. As if 
perfect greens and beautiful course 
conditions weren’t enough, you 
both somehow created gale force 
winds to add to the length and soul 
crushing devastation my game felt 
after leaving both of your respec-
tive properties. I have been left 
scarred for life, and doubting if my 
hands will ever feel the cold and 
sour grip of a club in them again. 
Thank you gentlemen, thank 
you…

The Valley also zeroed in on Top 
Golf this summer with a Co-ed 
fun night out, on a beautiful 
August evening. Fun was certainly 
had by over 60 participants in 
attendance. A big thanks to Chuck 
Gast for much of the leg work in 
setting up another great night 
out.

As I travel around the Valley kis-
sing hands and shaking babies it’s 
become clear the importance of 
thanking those who directly affect 
our success. To that end, there 
are a few more folks who deserve 
a big thank you. To Carter DeMay 
and Kenny Morgan, Chair and 
Co-chair respectively of the Mon-
thly Meeting Committee, Thank 
you. Your hard work in setting up 
a successful Calendar this season 
and beyond is much appreciated. 
To Chris Finnerty and Nick White 
Chair and Co-Chair of the Rese-
arch and Scholarship Committee, 
thank you for another impactful 
Green Cup Event and for framing 
the future and the meaning of 
being “dedicated to better turf”, 
thank you! To the Affiliates on  
this list.

   (continued from front cover) 

President’s Korner 

I n keeping with the serious and responsible side of the  

President’s Message I would like to thank a couple guys  

who provided some spectacular events in the last couple  

of months.

(continued on page sixteen) 

THANK  
YOU!

AS I TRAVEL 

AROUND THE 

VALLEY, KIS-

SING HANDS 

AND SHAKING 

BABIES, IT'S 

BECOME 

CLEAR THE 

IMPORTANCE 

OF THANKING 

THOSE WHO  

DIRECTLY 

AFFECT OUR 

SUCCESS.

THANK YOU ALL 

FOR YOUR PAST, 

PRESENT AND 

CONTINUED 

SUPPORT OF 

THE ASSOCIA-

TION, AND IT 

IS WITH MOST 

REPECT THAT 

WE APPLAUD 

YOU! 
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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S

   (continued from front cover) 

How Bellerive Crushed My Soul 

(continued on page eighteen) 

I prepared mentally the night before, was happy with my playing partners, 

relieved it was a scramble and thrilled with the foresight of the Green 

Cup Committee for the 10 am shotgun start. Then we teed off and the 

self-loathing began. Let’s break it down:

Self Esteem – Somewhere along the  
way I equated my self-worth with  
how I play golf. Not proud of it and  
with proper therapy, hypnosis or  
acupuncture could probably pinpoint  
where it all went wrong in my child- 
hood. I’m gonna blame it on the fact my  
parents finally got cable TV when I moved 
out of the house. Thanks Mom and Dad. This 
article in no way is an attack on the amaz-
ing conditions at Bellerive and the playing 
partners that tolerated me. It is on the other 
hand a break down of one most painful 
rounds of golf in my life.

Bunkers – Sunglasses a must, those babies 
could scorch a retina like a Holly Sonders 
Twitter Post. Beautifully maintained and 
they played consistent for my group. We 
know they played consistent because we hit 
out of them, several times. Beach jokes aside 
and despite the boondoggle that bunkers 
are…these hazards were outstanding. Never 
in my life have I ever said it would be better 
to hit out of a bunker but if I ever do, it 
would be with those bunkers.

Two Putt Rule – I applaud the vision of the 
Green Cup Committee to institute this rule. 
However, this is before they knew the greens 
would be rolling a 15. One suggestion to 
lessen my embarrassment down the road, 
lets just go ahead and call the collar part of 
the green. 

Leaves and Fall Sun Angle – Would 
not have bothered us one bit if the 
Buffalo Blower just stayed with us 
the entire round. An idea for the  
GC Committee…for an extra 
“donation” you can have a buffalo 
blower with you or a fore caddie. 
No ownership or accountability                               
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               here with our wayward tee shots  
                into the rough, those leaves should  
                have been managed. 

                  Wind and Cold – A couple players       
                 were going straight Missy Elliot with  
             some of the Winter jackets being 
showcased. Style over flexibility is a bold choice. 
One of my thoughts was layering my attire 
would not only keep me warm but reduce my 
range of motion and prevent dead pulls or weak 
blocks. Sounded good in theory but I froze my 
ass off and still had to yell fore a few times. The 
stocking cap gear amongst the Valley members 
was impressive, kudos to my peeps that were 
wearing GP hats and I am still applying  
Karmex. 

Cart Attendants   – The eye roll at the bag drop 
when you loaded up m y 1999 Ping Bag and i3 
clubs was not necessary. So what if my clubs 
and bag resemble the suit your parents bought 
you for high school graduation that you wear to 
events as an adult. And yes, that was a Wilson 
Ultra driver without a head cover, a one iron 
and the infamous Devastator 3000 rescue club. 
I am fully aware of my “vintage” weaponry and 
when I kick the guitar buying habit, new gear 
is on the horizon. I believe Dick Vitale used to 
reference teams as “All Airport Squads.” Guys 
that would look good at the airport but horrible 
on the court. Unfortunately, my gear looks bad 
at the airport and on the course. 

Yardage – 6,400 yards is entirely too long when 
you can only hit your 4 iron off 
the tee. Ever since I almost killed 
DHump with tee shot at Algonquin 
and that time in Arizona where 
I almost assassinated a sleeping 
homeowner with a ball through his 
window… I’ve been a little tentative 
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Gardens and Golf Courses 
Submitted By – Dr. Xi Xiong, University of Missouri

In an era where people want to know where their food 
comes from, gardens for producing vegetables are be-

coming popular again. In some cases, golf course superin-
tendents are being asked to grow vegetables to support the 
kitchens in country club restaurants. That is challenging, 
as turf managers are trained to take care of grass and not 
necessarily grow cucumbers and tomatoes. But, grow-
ing vegetables and caring for turf is the same, right? Not 
necessarily as we are discovering. In the spring of 2022, we 
converted an area of land from zoysiagrass and bermudagrass 
into a 0.25 acre garden. Throughout the spring, we plant-
ed watermelons, cucumbers, honeydew melons, butternut 
squash, tomatoes, green peppers, jalapenos, banana peppers, 
eggplant, green beans, yellow squash, zucchini, butternut 
squash, and pumpkins. Even with all that, we still had extra 
space left over. We had weed, insect, and disease challenges, 
but we met them one by one. Irrigation was a necessity with 
a dry summer. However, we have harvested over five-gallon 
buckets of cucumbers (we are getting tired of eating cucum-
bers!) and more produce is maturing. 

On August 28, we held our initial Home Garden Showcase at 
the Turf Research Center at the University of Missouri. Our 
objective was to educate the public on gardening. Different 
University faculty spoke about the importance of soil fertility 
and pH, turf management, weed identification and control, 
home vineyards and winemaking, diagnosing plant diseas-
es, and tomato fruit disorders. Additional activities include 
putting on the greens, sweet corn and tomato testing, as well 
as garden tours. We included fun activities for kids (making 
a grass sock pet; nylon stuffed with grass seed and covered 
with a face), and competitions (tallest weed and guessing the 
number of weeds in a vial). Over 60 people came and people 
were engaged. We look forward to expanding the even for 
2023 in addition to a Turf Field Day.   n 

GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ARE BEING ASKED TO GROW VEGETABLES TO 
SUPPORT THE KITCHENS IN COUNTRY CLUB RESTAURANTS.

We have harvested     
over five-gallon buckets of  

cucumbers (we are getting tired  
of eating cucumbers!) and more  

produce is maturing.

Activities include putting on the 
greens, sweet corn and tomato 
testing, as well as garden tours.





Page Eight  THE GATEWAY GREEN  Summer 2022

THANKS FOR READING AND ENJOY THIS GREAT TIME OF THE YEAR!

O H  A N D  B T W ,  T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  T H E 
G R E A T  M E M O R I E S ,  C A R D S !

Director of Operations 
Submitted By – Chuck Gast, Director of Operations, MVGCSA 

MVGCSA 2022-23 Scholarship Recipients

The MVGCSA Board of Directors and Education Committee are proud to announce the 
Scholarship recipients for the 2022-23 academic school year. 
 The Education Committee received one (1) application for a Turfgrass scholarship  
and two (2) applications for Legacy scholarships this year, prior to the May 31st  
deadline. We are happy to report that all three applicants were successful in receiving  
a scholarship award! 
 Successful recipients for an MVGCSA Scholarship for this year were Josiah Prenger, 
State College of Missouri - $1,000 Turfgrass scholarship; Anna Kane, University of Missouri 
– $500 Legacy scholarship and Ally Allen, Iowa State University - $500 Legacy scholarship. 
Congratulations are in order for each of these students!  
 These scholarship awards were directly submitted to the respective registrar’s office 
for each student to be applied towards this falls tuition. 
 Once again, our sincere congratulations to each award recipient and we wish them  
all the best in their pursuit of academic success.

AS THIS SUMMER ISSUE OF THE  
GATEWAY GREEN HITS THE STREETS,  
WE ARE ON THE DOORSTEP OF THAT 
WONDERFUL AUTUMN WEATHER THAT 
WE ALL SO ANXIOUSLY AWAIT EVERY 
YEAR. ONCE AGAIN, THE ST. LOUIS 
SUMMER WAS A BIT HARSH IN CERTAIN 
AREAS BUT THE RECOVERY MONTHS ARE 
NOW HERE AT LAST.

With fall upon us, our end of  
season event calendar is 

wrapping up. Along those lines, we 
recently completed the MV Chapter 
Championship at the Tapawingo 
National Golf Club with host Nick 
Hittler presenting both the Prairie 
and Meramec courses in excellent 
condition. Check out the results 
within the pages of this GG issue.

On our agenda, was the October 
Green Cup challenge at Bellerive 
CC. Host Nick White surely had this 
Championship course polished and 
ready for competition. The field filled 
up quickly with great enthusiasm 
for the end of year annual Green 
Cup event. Even those who were not  
unable to secure an entry this year, 
didn’t hesitate to come out and join 
in the festivities during the competi-
tion or at the 19th hole celebration. 
We thank you!

In regards to our Green Cup endeav-
ors, the MV Board is continually  
encouraged with the popularity of 
our annual Green Cup event as this 
is our primary fund raiser for our 
Scholarship and Research commit-
ments. This year we again awarded 
several scholarships to worthy appli-
cants and applaud their scholastic 

achievements. Scholarship award 
winners are presented within this  
GG issue.

As for Research opportunities, MVGC-
SA is proud to be working with both 
Purdue and the University of Arkan-
sas turfgrass research programs. Your 
committee is working closely with 
Dr. Miller and Dr. Richardson at their 
respective Universities on relevant  
turfgrass studies that will benefit the 
St. Louis region. We are looking for-
ward to their future program results 

as well as their direct interaction and 
presentations at upcoming MoGIC  
and Shop Tour seminars.

On a final note, please mark your  
calendars now for the MVGCSA An-
nual meeting scheduled for Novem-
ber 9th at the Probstein Golf Complex 
in Forest Park. It is anticipated that  
there will be several points of interest 
in regards to the MV bylaws that  
will require approval from the  
membership at large. Please  
plan to attend!   n

Josiah Prenger Anna Kane Ally Allen
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Random Ramblings in the Valley 
Submitted By – Don Humphrey, Lake St. Louis Golf Club 

The crazy summer of 2022 is over. 
This was my 45th summer work-

ing in golf course maintenance.  
I like to say that every summer tells 
its own story, and this summer most 
certainly had an interesting one  
to tell.

Looking back, I remember that we 
saw an extremely hot start to the 
summer with June temperatures  
that were well above average for the 
entire month. The month of June  
had 19 days of 90 or above, when  
the monthly average is usually 7 days 
of 90 or above. I always look for some 
positives, and one good thing was  
the zoysia started growing and  
it really responded to the above  
average temperatures of early June. 
The other positive was that June and 
most of July were dry, and I always 
like to see dry conditions when 
Mother Nature sends us the scorch-
ing summer temperatures. It was so 
dry in early summer that we stopped 
mowing  our fescue roughs and  
even the zoysia was looking a bit  
off color.

But and there is always a But, it was 
July 26th when the deluge hit. Most 
of us in the St. Louis area received 
7 to 12 inches of rain in about a 
6-hour period. Flash flooding hit 
many courses; I think the weather 
guys were calling it a 1,000-year rain 
event and it broke all sorts of rainfall 
records for a 24-hour period. And 
just like that the mini-drought at my 
course was over, and it kept raining 
off and on for the next 3 weeks.  

The fescue turned green and started 
growing and the zoysia took off and 
it is still growing good here in the 
second week of September. Naturally 
that much rain and heat wasn’t great 
for the bent grass but spiking tines, 
Segway and Navicon were my go-to 
for keeping the bent grass alive.

So, the story for the summer of  
2022 was one that had many twists 
and turns and it looked like it was 
going to rival the summer of 2012, 
but August 2022 saw mostly average 
temperatures with some timely  
rains.

IN THE END “IMHO” IT RANKED 
ABOUT A 7 OUT OF 10 ON THE  
NUT-CUTTER SUMMER SCALE.

As we ramble on, 
I was glad to once 
again be a volunteer 
for the Ascension 
Charity Classic PGA 
Champions tourna-
ment at Norwood Hills CC. It was  
a great week for St. Louis area golf, 
and it seems the senior players and 
St. Louis golf fans really like this tour 
stop here for the 2nd straight year.

MAJOR PROPS TO SUPERINTENDENT 

MIKE NULL AND HIS STAFF FOR ALL 

OF THE HARD WORK THAT GOES INTO 

HOSTING THIS TOURNAMENT, AND 

FOR THE INCREDIBLE CONDITION OF 

THE GOLF COURSE.   n 

WHERE DOES THE TIME GO? IT SEEMS LIKE IT WASN’T THAT LONG AGO I WAS  
PUTTING DOWN MY SPRING APPS OF PRE-EMERGE AND NOW IT’S NOVEMBER.

Rambling on with an update on our Tahoma 31 Bermuda. With two 
summers and one winter in the books; the Tahoma 31 is durable, 
fine leafed, a deep green and it has done well on our #5 tee box.  
The timing of the dormant season for the Tahoma 31 was almost 
identical to our zoysia, green-up was mid-April and fall dormancy 
was about the 3rd week in October. 

WELL, THAT’S ALL I GOT FOR NOW, ENJOY THE FALL SEASON  
AND TAKE CARE OF YOURSELVES.

TURFHEADS





These 
 small, yet  
significant 

victories go a 
long way into 

keeping  
us going.

“Stacking Pennies” to Help Keep Spirits Up 
Submitted By – Carter DeMay, Forest Hills CC 

Although I had failed in some aspects 
of my job, I also recognized several 
things done correctly. While those 
small victories vary from 
person to person, the 
overall concept of Stacking 
Pennies is something we 
can relate to and appre-
ciate. Being the tough 
summer that it was, some 
facilities/staffs have dealt 
with turf loss, burnout or 
unfulfilled maintenance 
expectations.

These small victories can 
be any number of things. 
Maybe a new staff member 
finally started to excel 
and became trustworthy 
on difficult tasks. Per-
haps a judgmental golfer 
sincerely thanked you for 
your work. These small, 

yet significant victories go a long way 
into keeping us going.

The Stacked Pennies pod-
cast was a helpful reminder 
to appreciate each small 
victory, especially in the 
early part of August. We 
often don’t feel up to task 
and question job perfor-
mance during the dog days 
of summer. It gave a sense 
of solace to step back, see 
the big picture and realize 
things aren’t that bad. 
While you may not always 
execute each task perfectly, 
you can still be successful 
in your job. I challenge 
each of you to consider 
this line of thinking as we 
reach a break in the  
summer madness.   n

I was listening to a podcast on my 

drive home earlier this month. 

Being a huge NASCAR fan, I was 

drawn to this podcast called Stack-

ing Pennies by driver Corey LaJoie. 

Anyone familiar with the sport may 

know Corey is not a driver on a well-

funded, top tier, competitive team. 

The episode started by explaining 

the meaning of “Stacking Pennies”. 

I found it relatable to my, and prob-

ably other Superintendent’s, experi-

ences in the summertime. Stacking 

Pennies is essentially taking small 

victories when they happen. In 

terms of stock car racing with an 

underfunded team that doesn’t 

compete for wins, it may involve 

being pleased with a Top 20 finish 

with a car that is expected to finish 

30th or worse.

To relate this back to the golf course industry, I began thinking about 
 summer at the golf course.

STAY SHARP FELLAS, YOU MADE IT.  
LOOK UP EVERY NOW AND THEN.

Page Twelve THE GATEWAY GREEN  Summer 2022
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University of Arkansas Expands Its Program and Footprint 
Submitted By – Dr. Mike Richardson, University of Arkansas

OVER THE LAST 20 YEARS, 

THERE HAVE BEEN SOME 

DISTURBING TRENDS WITH 

UNIVERSITY TURF PRO-

GRAMS, WITH LOSSES OF 

FACULTY, LOW STUDENT 

ENROLLMENT, AND EVEN 

PROGRAM CLOSURES. 

HOWEVER, WITH STUDENT 

ENROLLMENT IN TURF-

GRASS MANAGEMENT 

STARTING TO MOVE IN A 

POSITIVE DIRECTION AGAIN, 

IT APPEARS WE MAY HAVE 

WEATHERED THE STORM. IN 

FACT, THE U OF A IS REALLY 

EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THE 

ADDITION OF TWO NEW 

FACULTY MEMBERS THAT 

WILL HAVE A PRIMARY 

EMPHASIS IN TURFGRASS 

MANAGEMENT.

Dr. Wendell Hutchens (Image 1) 
recently started in mid-August to  
fill the position that was vacated by 
Dr. Doug Karcher in 2021 and he will 
be located in Fayetteville. Wendell 
recently completed his PhD under 
David McCall at Virginia Tech and 
got his BS and MS degrees at North 
Carolina State under Jim Kerns. 
With that pedigree, he is obviously 
well-versed in turfgrass pathology, 
but Wendell also has really strong 
experience and training in general 
turfgrass science and management. 
Wendell will be teaching a couple of 
classes in the program, conducting 
research around the state and region, 
and will also be providing extension 
support to the industry. Wendell is 
also an excellent speaker, so keep him 
in mind for future meetings!! 

Our second hire, Hannah Wright  
(Image 2), is currently putting the 
final touches on her PhD at the 
University of Georgia and will start in 
early October. Hannah will be work-
ing out of the state extension office in 
Little Rock and will provide research 
and extension support in the area 
of turfgrass weed control. Hannah 
completed a BS degree in Ag Busi-
ness at Mississippi State and a MS 
in Weed Science at the University of 
Arkansas, before heading to Georgia. 
Although Hannah has not worked 
specifically on turf in the past, she is 
an outstanding, young weed scientist 
and will quickly get up to speed on 
the major weed problems in turf. She 
was also a competitive golfer so she is 
very familiar with the weed manage-
ment issues facing the industry.

Image 1. Wendell Hutchens, new assistant 
professor at the University of Arkansas, 
will be located in Fayetteville

Image 2. Hannah Wright, new assistant 
professor at the University of Arkansas, 
will be located in Little Rock 



Finally, we would love for your  
members to participate more in  
what we are doing at the University  
of Arkansas. Although we have not  
set a firm date yet, we will be hosting 
a full turfgrass field day in Fayette-
ville in late July 2023. 

We have a 15-acre facility that in-
cludes over 2 acres of warm-season 
and cool-season putting greens  
and we can grow everything from 
St. Augustine to Kentucky bluegrass 
(Image 5). Once the date is set, we 
will be sure to make your member-
ship aware of the date, location,  
and registration info.   n   

Another area that our program is 
expanding is trying to serve a greater 
region than just the State of Arkan-
sas. We have long-recognized that 
our work has impact beyond our state 
borders, but we have not worked as 
closely with regional groups as much 
as we would like moving forward. 
Because of my friendship with folks 
like Chuck Gast, Joe Wachter, Nick 
White, and Paul Hurst, it only seemed 
natural to engage the MVGCSA a 
little more and explore ways to work 
together. We are excited to partner 
with your chapter on a recent grant 
proposal to national GCSAA titled 
“Comparing wetting agent applica-
tion strategies for efficacy and lon-
gevity in sand-based putting greens”. 
We have a really bright PhD student, 
Daniel O’Brien (Image 3), who is fo-
cused specifically on this project and 
we expect some dramatic pictures 
coming in the future (Image 4).

Contact info for U of A faculty and students.  

Wendell Hutchens,  wendellh@uark.edu, @HutchensWendell

Hannah Wright, Hannah.Wright@uga.edu, @hannahbeth_w

Daniel O’Brien, dpo001@uark.edu

Mike Richardson, mricha@uark.edu, @ArkansasTurf

BE SURE TO FOLLOW US ON TWITTER TO KEEP UP 
WITH THINGS FROM OUR PROGRAM!!

Image 3. Daniel O’Brien, PhD student at 
the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville

Image 4. Research plots from a preliminary 
study at the University of Arkansas  
investigating wetting agent application 
rates and intervals. 

Image 5. Drone overview of the research 
putting greens at the U of A Fayetteville 
research station

U of A
Mike Richardson, Professor

We hope to 
see more of 
you soon!!
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Thank you for your continued support of 
this year’s Green Cup! Quantifying the 
importance of your involvement can’t be 
overstated, thank you all!

Okay, I have to admit before moving forward 
that I totally copy and pasted the affiliate 
sponsors list above because it was exceedingly 
easier than typing them all out. Now, to be 
clear, Paul Hurst said he need 1000 words 
from me this issue, so I could have spelled 
each affiliate sponsor name out giving me an 
easy 50 more words. However, this Segway 
afforded me about 70 words clearly demon-
strating the power of gab. Anyway… 

To United Rentals, GreensPro and Turfwerks 
for your support of The Valley Championship 
this year and the additional 5 words. And 
finally, to Pbi/Gordon, Helena and Viridity for 
sponsoring this year’s Top Golf Co-ed evening 
out! 

In ALL seriousness the dedication and sup-
port that ALL of you and ALL of our Affiliates 
continue to demonstrate for the betterment 
of The Valley is a testament to the heart 
of our Association and the strength of our 
Affiliates. Thank you all for your past, present 
and continued support of the Association, and 
it is with the most significant respect that we 
applaud you!

Over the past decade our Association has 
grown, both in size and scope. Membership 
levels are nearing 240 and climbing, an all-
time high. Benefits enjoyed by those in The 
Valley are many, in addition to enjoying some 
of the best golf in the mid-west; updated web-
site, GHIN handicap system, Gateway Green, 
Shop Tour, Annual Meeting, GCSAA Hospi-
tality Night, Top Golf, networking opportu-
nities, and more…are all inclusive with your 
membership. In some ways we’ve created a 
monster, as we’ve grown, so has the cost of 
doing business increased. Certainly that has 
never been more realized than it has been 
following the pandemic. Your involvement in 

the Association has also increased, maintai-
ning the strength and relevance of The Valley, 
and for that, I’m extremely thankful!

As I near the end of my first year of a two 
year term as The Valley’s President I would 
like to say Thank You to everyone for making 
the MVGCSA what it is today. Serving on the 
Board, and now as President, has truly been 
remarkable. I have had a lot of help along the 
way, which speaks to the kind of folks that 
make up this unique and great Association.

 So again, I say Thank you!

On a final note, and as I’m feeling that Jekyll 
and Hyde thing build inside me again. Paul 
Hurst, asked me to write an article for the 
Gateway Green many years ago, too many 
years ago to remember. Since then, I have 
only missed one issue, and find myself cur-
rently writing two per issue, or in this case, 
one long hybrid version. Anyway, as I read 
through the double G several times annually 
I notice the same faces, the same perspecti-
ves, and I’m thankful for those who continue 
to support and write for our cause. But now, 
as I’m kneeling on the floor of my office, I’m 
begging, pleading, imploring and even bese-
eching all of you for help. I realize all those 
words mean exactly the same thing but it 
carries more weight and gets my word count 
over 1000, and I like to over achieve. 

Sorry, I digress…again. 

Anyway, I'm shooting out a challenge to this 
great group of readers to send in an article 
for the next issue of the GG, or the one after. 
We would love to hear your point of view. 
You never know, you might find yourself way 
past a deadline ten years down the road with 
the same editor breathing down your neck 
for your words. Which is something that truly 
brings me joy!

Rob Kick, GCS Algonquin Golf Club 
MVGCSA President

President’s Korner  
(continued from page two) 
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with the driver. Remember what I said about self-loathing.

Golf Genius and Five Hour Rounds – Recently the term 
“codify” has been used by our President. A verb, it means 
to “arrange (laws or rules) into a systematic code.” I am in 
favor of any candidate that campaigns to codify the use of 
Golf Genius at every outing and limit scramble outings to 
five hours. Scoring at Bellerive was lightning fast and only 
one suggestion with Golf Genius. Maybe run with vague 
or creative team names instead of daylighting those that 
struggle? Pace of play questionable.

Playing Partners – I just wanted to take the opportunity 
to thank all the people over the years that have tolerated 
playing golf with me. Grace, understanding and lack of 
judgement have all been wonderfully received and for that 
I am grateful. 

How Bellerive Crushed My Soul  
(continued from page four) 

(continued on page twenty) 
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Anywho….I hope you all survived a very difficult Summer 
and find some time to reset, regroup and relax before next 
year. Big thanks to all my writers this issue: Carter DeMay, 
Don Humphrey, Rob Kick, Chuck Gast and Dr. Xi Xiong.  
I know your time is precious, your efforts are appreciated. 
I also would like to welcome Dr. Mike Richardson from the 
University of Arkansas. Welcome Mike, we look forward to 
getting to know you and the value your program can bring 
to Turf Managers here in the Valley. Thank you to Mike 
Carron for the work he does with our advertisers and my 
man Larry Torno who puts lipstick on this Razorback. 

The first 750 words or so of this article were hyperbole. 
The entire Green Cup 2022 was outstanding. Nick White, 
Steven Story, Austin Allen and the rest of the crew at 
Bellerive had the property shining. Big things to come 
off Ladue Road in the next 10 years with the 2026 BMW 
Championship and the 2030 Presidents Cup. No doubt 
in my mind the staff and golf course will be up for the 
challenge. High fives and touchdowns to the Green Cup 
Committee for organizing an excellent event. Well done 
Chairman Chris Finnerty, Chuck Gast, Rich Carlson, Dan 
Lloyd, Tim Roethler, Austin Allen and Nick White. Thank 
you for your efforts so we all could enjoy the day. 

How Bellerive Crushed My Soul / Editor’s Notes 
(continued from page eighteen)

THE ENTIRE GREEN CUP 2022 
WAS OUTSTANDING. 

I HOPE YOU ALL SURVIVED A VERY DIFFICULT  
SUMMER AND FIND SOME TIME TO RESET, REGROUP 

AND RELAX BEFORE NEXT YEAR.

(continued on page twenty-two) 
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How Bellerive Crushed My Soul /  
Editor’s Notes 
(continued from page twenty) 

Finally, the self-loathing and excuse making has to stop. 
There are times in life where one must look in the mirror 
and stop playing the victim. Someday in the near future  
I am going to really work on my golf game. Someday.  
Can we talk about the pin placements at the Green Cup?

Paul Hurst, Editor   n

There are times in life where one 
must look in the mirror and stop 
playing the victim. 

THE DEDICATION AND 

SUPPORT THAT ALL OF 

YOU AND ALL OF OUR 

AFFILIATES CONTINUE  

TO DEMONSTRATE  

FOR THE BETTEMENT OF 

THE VALLEY, IS A TESTA-

MENT TO THE HEART OF 

OUR ASSOCIATION AND  

THE STRENGTH OF  

OUR AFFILIATES.





C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

924 Waggoner Ave.
Jerseyville, Illinois 62052

November 9 — WEDNESDAY
MV Annual Meeting — Banquet and Awards

January 9 — MONDAY
Shop Tour 2022 - 2023


